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CLERGY & STAFF

Abby Layton (Avigael bat Sarah v’Itzchak), Nehemya ben Avraham haLevy,
Susan Oviatt, Alex Bortnick (Eliyahu ben Chaya Nacha , Jason Metzker,
Ryan Bāderman, Thelma Newson (Tibel Faiga bat Brindel), Shmuel ben
Tibel v’Hirsch, Dodie Harrison, Nancy Fruchtengarten, Roberta Scott, Bob
Gitelson, Chaya Brunya bat Aharon v’Faiga, Ya’akov ben Chaya Brunya,
Regina Newman, Jessika Jones, Yaffa Basha bat Sara Shayndel, Yozef ben
Yehudah, Mashe Penina bat Leib v'Chaya Basia (Michelle Koplan), Marvin
Sachs, Ronald Riebman, Judy Riebman, Linda Schnitzer, Deborah bat
Freidel, Pesach ben Adele, Rachel bat Rasha Leah, David ben Rasha Leah,
Tina Coleman, Feiga Ruchel bat Sura Etta, Mike Imlah (Michael ben
Avraham Avinu), Rosalind Cooper, Shirley Harris, Bert Rogoway (Dov Berel
ben Alexander v’Edis), Steve Goldstein (Shlomo ben David v’Floralee), Nava
bat Rachel, Stan Usher (Sander Yudel ben Sala Mesha v'Faigel), Leland
Waltuck (Label ben Anshel v'Chaya), Brian Tate, Esther Hatumi bat Ruth
Bracha, Bert Rogoway

If you know someone in need of healing, please call the office to put them
on the Refuah Sh’laymah list.

LEGACY DONORS 

MISHEBERACH

CARING COMMUNITY

When a Death Occurs: 
Please call our office at (503)226-6131 ext 101. Should you need further
assistance please email Jemi at executivedirector@shaarietorah.org. 

Clergy Visits: 
Rabbi Oren is performing visits to congregants in the hospital, extended
care facilities, and hospices. If you are not on our Caring Community e-mail
list, please contact the office to make sure you receive announcements
about minyans, shivas, funerals and more. 

CONGREGATION 
SHAARIE TORAH

GARY EZRA OREN
Rabbi
rabbioren@shaarietorah.org
AARON VITELLS
Cantor Emeritus
JEMI KOSTINER MANSFIELD
Executive Director
executivedirector@shaarietorah.org
JANET NUNEZ-MITRA
Bookkeeper
finance@shaarietorah.org 
CARA ABRAMS
Education Director
cara@shaarietorah.org

Raphi Rosenblatt, President
Andrea Kreiner, Vice President​
Anne LeVant Prahl, Vice President
Trevor Bryant, Treasurer 
Melissa Cohen, Secretary
Daniel Petcher, Immediate Past President
Shira Newman, Sisterhood President

We are a warm and joyful community rooted in Jewish tradition and values since
1905.
 
A member of the Conservative Movement, Congregation Shaarie Torah is a
spiritual home that encourages growth in all stages of life by fostering
connections, lifelong learning and meaningful relationships.

LINDA HARRISON
Congregational Affairs Coordinator &
Clergy Assistant
cst@shaarietorah.org
AMBER KURSON
Communication & Content Coordinator
amber@shaarietorah.org
ALEKSEY BURLAY
Facilities Manager
building@shaarietorah.org
IRINA BURLAY
Kitchen Manager

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

BOARD MEMBERS
Mimi Berlin
Keith Berne
Eva Celnik
Dan Gerber
Marje Jacobson
Robert "Chaim" Solgan
Edward Viselman

MORNING MINYAN
Virtual Morning Minyan is held every Monday,
and Thursday at 8:00 am. 
Sundays at 8:30 am; hybrid when Mensch
Community is in session.
This time remains the same on Rosh Chodesh or
holidays. Visit our website for Zoom information. 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Shabbat Morning  service is @ 9:15 am in person
and live streamed from our website and facebook
live. Visit our website:
shaarietorah.org/stream to watch previous
services or tune in live. 

Louise Silver
Carolyn (Carrie) Tertes

The Bulletin is published by Congregation Shaarie Torah, 
920 NW 25th Avenue, Portland, OR 97210. 

920 NW 25th Ave. Portland, OR 97210
PHONE: (503)226-6131 
FAX: (503)226-0241
CEMETERY: (503)774-8577
EMAIL: cst@shaarietorah.org           
WEBSITE: www.shaarietorah.org

Helping to provide for the long-term health and security of our congregation.
Anonymous, Judy & Ron Appelbaum, Karla & Barry Benson, Lynn Bonner, Stephen Butler, Milt Carl, z"l, Frieda Gass Cohen, z"l, Bobbie & Phil Cohen, Ellen & Richard
Cohen, Carol Danish, Janet Pollens Feldman, Deborah & Larry Friedman, Diana Ginsburg, Sheldon Gloger, z"l, Maura & Joel Greenblum, Gregory & Kim Harris, Brenda
Katz & Richard Hurwitz, Marje Jacobson, Sue Hickey & Sheldon Klapper, Steph Kotkins, Lowell Lebenzon, Peter & Anna Lyman, Michael Millender, Dora & Jerry
Newman, z"l, Sarah Sue & Andrew Osborn, The Zanley Perkel Family, Leslie & Daniel Petcher, Annette Demsey & Erik Richmond, Laurie & Bert Rogoway, Channah &
Rabbi Joshua Rose, Kim Rosenberg, Ellen Lippman & Steve Rosenberg, Madelle & Stan Rosenfeld, Faye Gordon Samuels, Joan Schnitzer, Madelynne & Michael
Sheehan, z"l, Roz & Mylen Shenker, Barbara & Denny Shleifer, Linda & Gary Singer, Thelma Solomon, Shari Levinson & Marshal Spector, Sara & Tyler Staggs, David
Stern, Charlotte & Isaac Tevet, Diana & Cantor Aaron Vitells, Fran & Ira Warren, Barbara Weiland & Ron Subotnick, z"l, Susan & Bruce Winthrop, Estelle Winthrop, z"l. 
Legacy Society donors make a provision to donate to Shaarie Torah in their estate planning. Every donation, of any size, provides for the future. If you would like to become a
Legacy Society donor, please contact our office: (503)226-6131.

WHO WE ARE

Our offices and building are open M, W, Th 10-2pm
and by appointment. Please continue to visit our
website for events and information, plus check us out
on facebook and instagram. Email is the best way to
reach our staff. 

Welcome new members:
Brooke & Samuel Frazier & family
Lynnae Glaesemann
Sabina Meyer
Alisa Parks & Kai-Raven

We offer sincere condolences 
to the families of: 

May their memories be a 
source of blessing.
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Welcome back:
Myrna Singer
Gretchen & Mike Leopold
Eric & Robin Kornblit



When I think back to this year’s Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, I can still feel it — the joy, the
energy, the hum of voices filling our sanctuary. Over 300 of us came together to pray, to reflect, and
to dream. What a gift to see our community so alive, so full of heart.

During those days, I reminded us that our tradition warns against living year after year with the same
hopes, the same promises, the same “someday.” Because “someday” too easily becomes “never.” On
Kol Nidre night, I shared a little story — you might remember it:

Every year since their wedding, Saul and Miriam went to the state fair. Every year they saw the same offer
for helicopter rides. Each time, Saul said, “I sure would like to ride that helicopter!” And each time, Miriam
replied, “But Saul, it’s $50! And $50 is $50!”

Decades passed. Saul was 87 when he finally said, “Miriam, this might be my last chance!” But again, she
answered, “It’s $50! And $50 is $50!”

The pilot overheard them and said, “Tell you what — I’ll take you for free if you can stay silent the whole
ride.”

Up they went — loops, dives, spins — but not a peep! When they landed, the pilot said, “Wow, you didn’t
say a word!”

Saul smiled and said, “Well, I was going to say something when Miriam fell out… but $50 is $50.”

It’s funny — and a little sad. Because the only thing more tragic than Saul and Miriam’s helicopter ride
is how many of us spend year after year dreaming of change… but never taking the ride.

The High Holy Days are our annual helicopter ride — the moment that shakes us awake. They remind
us that life is fragile, time is precious, and transformation is always possible.

Rosh HaShanah asks: Who do you want to be?
Yom Kippur asks: What’s holding you back?
And Sukkot says: Now take that growth out into the world.
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Over the past year, we’ve listened deeply to your hopes and visions.
Through community gatherings and surveys, more than 75% of our
members shared what Shaarie Torah means to them and what they hope it
can become. We celebrated our past at our 120th Gala, and now it’s time to
shape our future. That’s what our Next 120 Campaign is all about —
turning those dreams into action, together.

This year, that call to action is especially real for us.

As we wrap up the celebration of our 120th anniversary and begin 5786,
we’re being invited to do something brave — to move from dreaming to
doing – from getting our kicks to getting in the mix!

Thanks to our president, Raphi Rosenblatt, and a devoted team of leaders, we have a clear and
inspiring path forward — grounded in data, purpose, and heart. And because of you — our members
and friends — that path is already coming to life.

We’re focusing on two essential goals:
1.Strengthen Our Spiritual Home: Care for our sanctuary, classrooms, and gathering spaces so they

remain vibrant centers of prayer, learning, and connection for generations to come.
2.Grow Our Endowment and Invest in Our People: Build lasting financial strength to support our

programs, our professionals, and our sacred commitments — including the perpetual care of our
cemetery.

THE ROAD AHEAD: OUR NEXT 120

YOUR INVITATION
In the months ahead, you’ll hear from me, from Jemi, and from members of our Next 120 Campaign
Team. We’ll be hosting small gatherings in homes across our community — places where we can talk
openly, ask questions, dream boldly, and imagine what the next 120 years of Shaarie Torah could look
like.

When your invitation arrives, I hope you’ll say yes. This isn’t just about fundraising. It’s about future-
raising — about investing in the next chapter of who we are and what we stand for.

It’s time to stop saying “someday.” It’s time to take the ride. So let’s get in the mix in 5786 —
celebrating the blessings we’ve inherited and shaping the possibilities we’re destined to become.

May this new year awaken in us the courage to build, to act, and to show up — for ourselves, for
one another, and for this sacred community. And may we walk this road — side by side — into our
next 120 years.
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Thanks to volunteers at the archives of Oregon Jewish Museum-Center for Holocaust Education, documents
were unearthed that shed light on this existing burial. Samuel Huffman died on October 18, 1904. According
to the archives and interviews with his descendants, his family lived way out near what is now Estacada. They
were devout members of the Disciples of Christ Church, where Mr. Huffman’s father was a minister of that
denomination. Most family members are buried in the local Garfield town cemetery. How and why Mr.
Huffman came to buried at what is now Shaarie Torah Cemetery is a mystery. In 1904 it was a VERY long way
to take a body, almost surely by wagon and perhaps via ferry, to reach the cemetery site. Mr. Huffman’s
grave is located in the West section, row A, plot 1.

For much of the 20th century, the West and Center sections were the primary burial sites. The East section
(just North and West of the chapel) gained popularity starting in the mid-1960s. Today it’s hard to find any
plots in those sections that aren’t already reserved or occupied. Indeed, the headstones are set check to jowl
throughout these older sections with little breaks of grass in between rows. Lack of available space and
increasing demand led to the development of the South section in the early 1990s. This is the section directly
adjacent to the parking lot, notable for its lush green lawn and occasional fruit trees. Many years there is
even a small pumpkin patch, planted by Bill Schaeffler, our beloved Caretaker, who retired in 2024 after over
30 years. Bill still lives on the property and keeps an eye on things. You may see him around when you visit.

In 1904, when the congregation was originally incorporated, it was known formally as the Portland Hebrew
Sick Benefit Association. In 1918, supplementary articles of incorporation changed the name to Congregation
Sharai Thorah. The current spelling of our name didn’t come about until 1956.

The Shaarie Torah Cemetery, nestled within an unassuming neighborhood in far SE Portland/inner-
Milwaukie, has a long and storied history, which many people may not know.

The parcel of land in what was then known as Errol Heights (later the Brentwood-Darlington neighborhood)
was purchased by Joseph Nudelman in November of 1905, although our records show a few burials earlier
that year. In fact, at the time of purchase, there was already a single non-Jewish burial on the grounds.

The Cemetery Committee oversees decision-making regarding policies, pricing and the annual operating
budget. Currently chaired by Steph Kotkins, the committee is comprised of both longtime and newer CST
members. They share an abiding commitment to uphold the forever promises made to the families whose
beloved departed rest within our gates. If you are interested in serving on this committee, please contact
Steph directly: mistersk59@hotmail.com.

Landscaping and maintenance are among their highest priorities, as they keenly understand that poorly
tended grounds will be the number one complaint from visitors. A 2018 policy change eliminated plot
curbing for future burials (except for existing double plots). This has made mowing and trimming around
headstones much easier and more efficient. At the same time, plantings on graves were removed for
upkeep purposes, unless the family was committed to tending to them personally. In the years since, sod
has been systematically laid area by area to blanket the graves entirely with grass. N
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The most recent addition to the cemetery is the Ohavei Yisrael section, directly in front of the Southern
parking area and designated by a living wall of growing hedges. Approved by congregational vote in 2023,
this area allows for burial of Jews and their non-Jewish family members (spouse/partner, child, sibling,
parent). The hedge provides the required separation from the general burial areas, effectively creating a
different cemetery entirely, in accordance with halakha. Rabbi Oren worked closely with the Cemetery and
Ritual Committees to ensure proper measures were taken in planning this. While there haven’t been any
Ohavei Yisrael burials yet, there are reservations by interfaith family members, reflecting the changes in
today’s Jewish community.

Burial in the cemetery is not limited to Shaarie Torah members. Many non-members have relatives buried
there and want to be close by. While members in good standing are entitled to a plot gratis after a certain
number of years, non-members may purchase plots at a rate within current industry standards. All burials
also incur a set fee towards the Perpetual Care Endowment Fund, to ensure the cemetery is cared for
always.

CELEBRATING OUR HISTORIC CEMETERY CONTINUED

The Cemetery Fund is the most selected of all the tribute funds for yahrzeit donations, which helps support
operations. Maintenance and upkeep are year-round costs, regardless of the number of burials. Grounds
must be tended, equipment replaced and bills paid. As annual expenses continue to mount, and income is
unreliable year by year, the additional money that comes in the form of donations makes a big impact.
Recently a number of generous donors added to their regular giving with special gifts around the Kever
Avot v’Imahot visitation day on September 28, between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Rabbi Oren visited
with families and recited prayers graveside with more people this year than ever before.

In the coming months we’ll be sharing more information about the Next 120 Year Campaign, which
will include special giving opportunities towards growing the Cemetery Endowment Fund, ensuring our
beautiful and historic cemetery will continue to be a place of tranquility and comfort for all generations to
come. Donations to the Cemetery Fund may be made through the CST website or shul office.

To learn more about our cemetery or information regarding plot
availability, please contact Jemi Kostiner Mansfield, Executive Director:

503-226-6131 x101 or executivedirector@shaarietorah.org.
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5786 YOM KIPPUR APPEAL
Thank you to everyone who donated to this year’s Yom Kippur Appeal. We are deeply grateful for your ongoing generosity.

Morton Simon (IMO Lou Simon, Jeanette Geiger,
Arthur Simon, Irv & Eva Walleston
Howard Gandler (IMO Jake & Ima Joy Gandler, Leah
Gandler)
Claire Westerman (IMO Harry, Max & Tillie Schachter)
Phil & Bobbie Cohen (IHO our family)
Steph & Edith Kotkins
Jordan Schnitzer
Phyllis Zawel
Sandra Litt (IMO Rabbi J. B. Fain)
Marc N. Blattner
Judy Hoffman (IMO Bill & Marvin Hoffman)
David Hytowitz (IMO my wife, Jane Hytowitz)
Victor Winkler (IMO Jack & Margie Winkler, James
Winkler, Velma Almo)
Emily Katz (IMO Irena Katz)
Fern Winkler Schlesinger (IMO Jack & Margie Winkler)
Linda & Gary Singer (IHO Rabbi Oren)
Stan & Pam Rotenberg (IMO Milt & Cissi Carl, Lou &
Vivian Rotenberg)
Edy Dorsen
Bruce & Susan Winthrop
Andrea Kreiner & Ali Mirzakhalili (IMO Irving &
Beatrice Kreiner)
Linda & Jeff Weiner (IMO Jules & Raquel
Gerstenhaber, Eleanor Levy & Ronald Herring, Pearl &
Morris Weiner)
Craig & Jan Berne (IHO Rachel, Eli & Gina Berne)
Susan Andrews
Karla & Barry Benson
Hannah Cohen-Cline & Sasha Frenkel
Cathleen Kaufman (IHO Bruce Goldberg & Ora
Botwinick)
Mel Hoffman & Trudi Stone (IHO Rabbi Oren)
Tamir & Tsvia Faclieru
Marcia Friedman & Richard Sitnik
Bob Gitelson
Ivan Gold
Pauline Goldstein
Elaine Goldsmith & Robert Middaugh
Alix & Tom Goodman
Karen Fletcher & Stanley Held
Brenda Katz & Richard Hurwitz
Marje Jacobson
Lowell Lebenzon
Mike & Gretchen Leopold
Allison Mudrick
Rabbi Gary Oren & Allison Fowler
Ian & Heather Penner
Leslie & Daniel Petcher
Brian Puziss
Rabbi Josh & Channah Rose
Michael & Kuntheary Runstein

Chaim & Maia Schramm & family
Tyler & Sara Staggs (IMO David &
Yvonne Reisman)
Dori Tenner
Avi Tevet
Bernard & Naomi Warmflash
Fran & Ira Warren
Jemi Kostiner Mansfield
CST Sisterhood
Rhona & Michael Jacobs
Maraline & Alec Karty
Kenneth Epstein
Mary & Dan Welch
Michael Weiss
Mahri & Jeffrey Weitz
Elana Hutter Davey
Melinda Russell
Catie Cooper
The Peleg Family
Scott Supperstein
Rebecca Wimberly
Levia & Todd Friedman
Steve Lipman
Hannah Fenster
Jonina Weisz
Ira Goldfarb
Allison Varga
Schuyler Erle
Daniel Spear
Michael Braunstein
Bonnie Robbins
Ben & Brittany Schubert
Scott Sanders & Moana Newman
David Marcus & Noma Floom
Lynne Russell
Mike Vladimer
Bonnie & Edward Polishuk
Kathleen Kaufmann
Rikki Schoenthal
Aaron & Ashlie Brickman
Gary Bergel
David Brown
Jo Cooper
Gadi Golan & Dana Sullivan
Jasmine Green
Rob Hershinow & Jeanell Innerarity
Stuart & Mary Levy
Sarah Liebman & Channing Dodson
David Liss
Alisa Parks
Roma Peyser
Stephen Wilson

Tara Scherner de la Fuente
Heather Stormont
Adam Ulevitch
Jade Wollschlaeger
Olivia Zivot
Fred, Christine & Hanna Volz
Ora Botwinick & Bruce Goldberg (IMO Rabbi
Yitzchak Kalman, Ada Botwinick, Herman
Goldberg; IHO Thelma Goldberg)
Tom Stern (IMO Jerry Stern)
Ellen Teicher
Larry & Deborah Friedman
Anna & Peter Lyman
David & Carmel Ross (IHO Jemi Kostiner
Mansfield)
Helen Stern (IMO Jerry Stern, Anne & Harry
Rubenstein, Tom Stern, Sarah Stern)
Anne LeVant Prahl
Sarah & Jonathan Glass
Debbie & Jordan Plawner
Bert & Laurie Rogoway
Aaron, Kristin, Jonah & Hannah Bloom (IMO Phil
Bloom)
Mitch & Lynne Cohen (IMO our parents &
grandparents, Sanford & Thelma Cohen,
Norman & Lillian Burka, I. Harry Kaplon &
Sophie Hely, Julius & Yetta Cohen, Harry & Dora
Burka, Nathan & Rebecca Cantor)
Barbara Weiland (IHO my family)
Irene & Charles Cancilla
Carol Danish
Bernice Skoro
Lori Ann Burd & Kierán Suckling
Ronald & Beverly Schwartz (IMO Charles & Laura
Schwartz)
Daniel Mays (IMO Francis & Janet Mays)
Sheila Rittenberg (IHO my grandchildren)
Rodo Kahn
Liv Wolfson
Lesley Raphael
Sophy Krensky
Rachel Stern
David Howitt
Hannah Marre
Deborah Reback-Cushman
Seth Podolsky
Bill & Rosalind Cooper (IHO our family)
Nila Friedberg
Erik Richmond & Annette Demsey
Jonathan Singer
Daniel Gerber & Elaura Rifkin
Linda Schnitzer

Karen Abrams
Bonnie Robbins
Marc & Kerry Goldring
Anonymous (IHO our community)
Barbara Leveton (IMO Jerry Leveton)
Rob & Sara Sturtz
Alon Bacharach
Norman & Judy Rosenbloom (IMO our
parents)
Mimi Berlin
David & Trina Gaynon
Anita & Janet Van Wess
Harvey Frankle & Jackie Pelner-Frankle
(IMO Irving & Leah Frankle, Nathan
Pelner & Esther Pelner)
Eve Stern & Les Gutfreund
Judy & Ian Freeman
Mark & Ilana Meskin (IHO Rabbi Myra
Meskin Gurin)
Ed & Sue Viselman (IMO Bonnie
Viselman)
Leah Glaesemann
Lisa Bloodgood & Joseph Bernhard
Trevor Bryant & Alisa Bodner
Roz & Mylen Shenker
Wendy & Howard Liebreich
Charlene & Mickey Stokamer (IMO
Nathan & Raye Stokamer, Frances
Hollands)
Kyle & Rebecca Rotenberg (IMO Irv &
Rose Rotenberg)
Michael Rappaport & Daniela Samoil
(IHO Rabbi Gary Oren, IMO Eden
Feldstein, Ben Fireman, Ronald Nagler)
Kim Rosenberg & Ira Wagner
Elisabeth & Jed Peterson & family
Shira & Phil Newman & family
David Weinstock & Ingrid Stram
Dr. Susan Weinberg
Raphi Rosenblatt & David Morgenstern
Philip & Marjorie Walters
Melissa Cohen & Richard Burd
Sue Hickey & Sheldon Klapper
Lydia & Derek Lipman
Leora Troper & Miles Hochstein
Rose Schneier
David Stern
Bob Gitelson & family
Michael & Gloria Olds
Christopher Gray
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We apologize if any donors were inadvertently left off this list. Please contact the office if you don’t see your name.

IMO - In Memory Of
IHO - In Honor Of
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Hanukkah reminds us that even the smallest flame can brighten the darkest night. When the Maccabees lit
the menorah with only one day’s supply of oil, they acted with courage and hope—not certainty. Their
story teaches us that when we choose to bring light, the world around us grows brighter too.

Each night as we light our candles, we can ask: Where in my life can I bring more light? Maybe it’s
kindness to a neighbor, honesty in a tough moment, or gratitude for someone who helps behind the
scenes.

Bringing More Light Home This Hanukkah

Before lighting candles on the first night, invite everyone in your household to share ways they can bring
light to someone else during Hanukkah.

Write each idea on a slip of paper and place it beside your menorah—your own “oil for the next day.”

Each evening after lighting and singing, choose one slip of paper at random and commit to act on it before
the next lighting. By the eighth night, you’ll have created eight ripples of light in our community.

May the lights of Hanukkah open our hearts to wonder, renew
our faith in what’s possible, and remind us that even one small
flame— when shared—can light the way for so many.

At-Home Hanukkah Activity: “One More Light”
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join our Hanukkah PRE-FUNC december 14

Show off your finest (or ugliest) Chanukah gear - PJs, sweaters, accessories
galore. There will be dreidels, latkes, gelt, drinks, and more, and we'll send you
home with candles, ready to start the holiday that evening. Everyone is
welcome.  Please register on our website www.shaaietorah.org

Bring books for our 3rd Annual Little Free Library Book Swap!

TIMES AND BLESSINGS
Hanukkah begins at sundown on Sunday, 14 December 2025 and ends at nightfall on Monday, 22 December 2025.

Sunday, December 14, 2025
Monday, December 15
Tuesday, December 16

Wednesday, December 17
Thursday, December 18

Friday, December 19
Saturday, December 20

Sunday, December 21
Monday, December 22

Light 1 candle at dusk
Light 2 candles at dusk
Light 3 candles at dusk
Light 4 candles at dusk
Light 5 candles at dusk
Light 6 candles before sundown
Light 7 candles at nightfall
Light 8 candles at dusk
Chanukah: 8th day

ה כָ נֻ ל חַ שֶׁ ר  יק נֵ לִ דְ הַ נוּ לְ יוָּ צִ יו וְ תָ צוֹ מִ נו בְּ שָׁ  ידְ ר קִ שֶׁ  ם אֲ לָ עוֹ ךְ הָ לֶ ינוּ מֶ הֵ לוֹ תָּה יי אֱ רוּךְ אַ בָּ
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu l’hadlik ner shel Hanukkah.
Praised are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who made us holy through your commandments and
commanded us to kindle the Hanukkah lights.

ה זֶּ ן הַ מַ זְּ ם בַּ הֵ ים הָ מִ יָּ ינוּ בַּ תֵ בוֹ אֲ סִּים לַ ה נִ שָׂ עָ שֶׁ ם  לָ עוֹ ךְ הָ לֶ ינוּ מֶ הֵ לוֹ תָּה יי אֱ רוּךְ אַ בָּ
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim la’avoteinu bayamim hahem bazman hazeh.
Praised are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who performed wonderous deeds for our ancestors at this
season.

On the 1  night only add:st

ה זֶּ ן הַ מַ זְּ ענוּ לַ יָּ גִּ הִ נוּ וְ מָ יְּ קִ נוּ, וְ יָּ חֱ הֶ שֶׁ ם  לָ עוֹ ךְ הָ לֶ ינוּ מֶ הֵ לוֹ תָּה יי אֱ רוּךְ אַ בָּ
Baruch atah adonai elohenu melech ha’olam, shehecheyanu, v’kiyimanu, v’higiyanu lazman hazeh
Praised are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has given us life and sustained us and enabled us to reach
this season.

 Join us December 14 from 11:30am-1:00pm, immediately following Mensch Academy in the morning. 



Rob Sample, Ivan Gold, Lynn Bonner, Erik Richmond, Axel Koenig, Annette Demsey, Rick Cohen, Mary
Welch, Margaret Gotesman, Pauline Goldstein, Cliff Hockley, Keith Berne, Andrea Kreiner, Serina
Leedy, Andrew Pollack, Lori Ann Burd, Kyle Rotenberg, Kim Rosenberg, Bruce Winthrop, Roz
Roseman, David Gaynon, Eileen Slifman Hines, Elaura Rifkin, Wendy Johnson, Allison Fowler, Judy
Freeman, Mark Comstock, Arlene Fromer, Michael Millender, Lisa Schroeder, Jeffrey Hasson,
Deborah Friedman, David Weinstock, Willa Perlmutter, Barbara Leveton, Ira Warren, Gordon Oviatt,
Maura Greenblum, Norman Kaplon, Jay Zidell, Benjamin Cutler, Schuyler Erle, Norman Rosenbloom,
Justin Rosenfeld, Shelly Klapper, Maureen Baum, Carmel Ross, Pami Rotenberg, Phil Cohen, Fedor
Pikus, Lynn Doraine, Bernice Skoro, Sue Viselman, Stan Rotenberg, Norma Rowe, Paulina Leperi,
Susan Weinberg, Janet Van Wess, Jackie Pelner-Frankle, Sara Staggs, Philip Walters

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

NOV/DEC BIRTHDAYS NOV/DEC ANNIVERSARIES
Galina Golant & Fidor Pikus, Cantor Aaron & Diana Vitells, Brenda Katz &
Richard Hurwitz, Renie & Leland Waltuck, Daniela Samoil & Michael
Rappaport, Laurie & Bert Rogoway, Alix & Tom Goodman, Virginia & Barry
Russell, Wendy & Howard Liebreich, Sarah & Andy Friedland, Priscilla &
Tony Kostiner, Sharon & Axel Koenig, Susan & Norman Kaplon, Barbie &
Mike Enkelis, Melissa Cohen & Richard Burd, Ilene & Alexander Aginsky,
Shari Levinson & Marshal Spector

On behalf of the board of directors, we gratefully acknowledge and thank the following community members who made contributions to support our holy work. (Donations
received from the past two months before the printing of this bulletin). 

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory Of
My brother, Alan Rosenbloom
 By Margi & Frank Dane
My mother, Ida Mills
 By Marian Brown
My step-mother, Jeannie Hoffman
My step-mother, Esther Hoffman
 By Mel Hoffman
My wife, Reneé Lee Metzker
 By Jason Metzker
My mother, Ruth Moberg
 By Sue Viselman
My father, Arthur Subotnick
 By Cathy & Mel Berlant

Isaac Tevet (Birthday)
Kim Rosenberg & Ira Wagner (Marriage)
Bobbie & Phil Cohen (Anniversary)
Jan & Craig Berne (Anniversary)
Rabbi Gary Oren & Allison Fowler
(Anniversary)
Ellen & Michael Millender (Anniversary)
Susan & Bruce Winthrop (Anniversary)
Ivan Gold (Birthday)
 By Anna & Peter Lyman

Cemetery Fund
In Honor Of
Shirley Harris (Get Well Wishes)
Leland Waltuck (Get Well Wishes)
 By Barbie, Mike & Gary Enkelis
Arielle Schnitzer (Engagement)
 By Edith & Steph Kotkins
Leland Waltuck (Get Well Wishes)
 By Pam & Stan Rotenberg

CONGREGATION SHAARIE TORAH FUNDS

In Memory Of
Parents, in-Laws, and grandparents, Milt & Cissi Carl 
Parents, in-Laws, and grandparents, Shirley & Arnie Enkelis
Our aunt, Mary Goldstein
Our uncle, Marvin Enkelis
Our aunt, Eva Walleston
 By Barbie, Mike & Gary Enkelis
My grandparents, Goldie & Joe Weinstein
My grandparents, Gussie & Nate Carl
 By Barbie Enkelis
My grandparents, Rose & Ben Shnitka
My grandparents, Bessie & Nate Enkelis
 By Michael Enkelis
Our father, William Saltman
Our mother, Annie Saltman
 By Shirley Winger
 By Geraldine Simson

5786 Kever Avot v’Imahot
Sheryl Warren & Michael Levin (IMO Annette & Max Levin)
Marcia Colton & Family (IMO Rose & Hyman Veltman, Ray & Elaine
Veltman, Betty & Leo Goldman, Sharon Goldman)
The Angel Family (IMO Harold & Belle Angel
Margarite Schnitzer (IMO Arnold Schnitzer)
Larry & Frances Policar (IMO Werner Oster, Ann Goldfoot Oster,
David Ben Rafael, Maxine Policar, Rafael Ben David, Marcia
Policar, Darlene Dorothy Levy, Harriette Arlene Oster)
Cyndi & Marty Nolan (IMO Harold Newson, Charlie & Bessie Zidell)

In Memory Of
Harry Nemer
Nate Director
Milt Carl
Sylvia Perkel
Myer Perkel
My mother, Lyubov Melomedov
 By Anna & Peter Lyman
My father, Arkady Aginsky
My aunt, Anne Gilbert
My father, Jerome Kornberg
My grandfather, Samuel Kornberg
My grandmother, Rebecca Gothelph
 By Ilene & Alexander Aginsky
My father, Samuel David Alhadeff
My mother, Esther Alhadeff
 By Janice Pitman
My mother, Besse Harris
My uncle, David Sharff
My grandfather, George Harris
My uncle, Lewis Brown
 By Gregg & Kimberley Harris
My father, Irving Perlmutter
 By Willa B. Perlmutter
My aunt, Rachel Cordova
 By Richard Matza
My mother, Adrianne Blattner
 By Marc N. Blattner
My father, Keve Kantor
 By Morton Kantor
My cousin, Martin Feist
 By Joan Roude
My mother, Esther Overbeck
 By Eve Rosenfeld

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Appreciation Of
Shaarie Torah
 By Peter Zuckerman
 By Debbie & Jordan Plawner
Rabbi Oren
 By Cathy & Mel Berlant
 By Marshal Spector & Shari Levinson

My grandfather, Samuel Zidell
 By Jay & Diane Zidell
My grandfather, Michael Feves
 By Michael Feves
My parents, Fannie & Harry Mesher
 By Robert Mesher
The Dorsen/Pripas Family
 By Edy Dorsen
Anne Steinberg
 By Susan Danielson
My parents, Morris & Rebecca Director
 By Charlene Director
My grandmother, Golda Malka Anger
 By Geri Schnitzer-Newson
My husband, Laurence Alberton
 By Judith Alberton
My parents, Louise & Leonard Silver
 By Theressa Silver

General Fund
In Honor Of
Trevor Bryant & Alisa Bodner (Marriage)
 By Melissa Cohen & Richard Burd
Kim Rosenberg & Ira Wagner (Marriage)
 By Rebekah Sobel & Joel Kelty
 By Jonathan Glass & Sarah Kahn Glass

In Honor Of
Ian & Judy Freeman
 By Nigel & Paula Freedman
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Cemetery Fund
In Memory Of Cont.
My husband, Harold Newson
My mother-in-law, Anna Director Newson
 By Thelma Newson
Our uncle, Raymond Veltman
 By Margo Sercu
 By Marcia Colton & family
My father, Abner House
My grandfather, Max Fromer
My grandmother, Florence Berenson
 By Arlene & Jim Fromer
My father, Irving Popick
My mother, Darlene Popick
 By Eadi Popick
Our father, Harold Angel
 By Leon Angel
 By Jacqueline Angel
My mother, Fannie Gottesman
My brother, Les Gottesman
 By Ellen Teicher
My grandmother, Eva Bloomberg
My mother, Faye B. Begen
 By Linda G. Begen-Peltz
My mother, Vivian Rotenberg
 By Madelle Rosenfeld
My mother, Beverley Dumble
 By Allison Mudrick
My great-uncle, Ben Medofsky
 By Sheryl Warren
My father, Walter Kotkins
 By Steph & Edith Kotkins
Diane Mendel
Henry Mendel
 By the Mendel Family
My wife, Jane Hytowitz
My parents, Dorothy & Lawrence D.
Hytowitz
My grandparents, Sarah & Myer Hytowitz
My grandparents, Becky & Alick Klonoff
 By David Hytowitz
My daughter, Koren Backstrand
 By Barbara Backstrand
My mother, Betty Lesch
My cousin, Leslie Gold
M aunt, Bessie Kemp
 By Millard & Wendy Lesch
Our father, Les Gottesman
 By Jesse & Sasha Gottesman
My uncle, Jimmy Berg
 By Stan Rosenfeld
My husband, Mike Gotesman
 By Margaret Gotesman
Mother & mother-in-law, Connie Lipman
 By Derek & Lydia Lipman
My parents, Eva & Irving Walleston
 By Terri Simon
My grandmother, Fannie Wexler
 By Eldon & Carolyn Wexler

On behalf of the board of directors, we gratefully acknowledge and thank the following community members who made contributions to support our holy work. (Donations
received from the past two months before the printing of this bulletin). 

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Shiva Fund
In Memory Of
Our grandmother & great-grandmother,
Lillian Burka
 By Sofia, Lilly & Kelli Tevet

In Memory Of
My mother, Anne Carl
 By Leslie & David Cohen
Fallen Friends of Kibbutz Be’eri
 By Harvey Frankle

Building Fund
In Honor & Appreciation Of
Peter & Anna Lyman (For showing
kindness)
 By Harvey Frankle

Kitchen Fund
In Memory Of
My grandmother, Sarah Klein
My father, Shelly Petcher
 By Leslie & Daniel Petcher
My father, Jules Jacobson
My son, Marvin Hoffman
 By Judy Hoffman
My sister, Harriette Shain
 By Norman & Judy Rosenbloom
My husband, Robert “Bob” Tenner
 By Dori Tenner

Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of
Summer ShaBBQs
 By Phil & Bobbie Cohen
Karla & Barry Benson (Mickey & Kalix’s
Engagement)
 By Melissa Cohen & Richard Burd
Kim Rosenberg & Ira Wagner (Marriage)
 By Karla & Barry Benson
Rabbi Oren, Jemi, Linda & CST Staff
 By David Hytowitz

In Memory Of
My mother, Edith Zusman
My mother-in-law, Rose Fertig
 By Milton Zusman
My mother, Beatrice Kreiner
 By Andrea Kreiner & Ali Mirzakhalili

Svetlana Chudnovskaya Fund for Ill
& Poor Children
In Honor Of
Simone Gupta (Bat Mitzvah)
 By Susan Danielson

In Memory Of
My father, Harold Newson
 By Stacie Ann Newson

Rev. Chaim Reznik Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of
My parents, Sam & Pearl Russell
 By Shimon Russo

Prayer Book Fund
In Memory Of
My father, Harry Shamblott
 By Susan & Bruce Winthrop

EDUCATION FUNDS

Adult Education Fund
In Memory Of
My father-in-law, Carl Bloom
 By Rosalyn Bloom

Youth Education Fund
In Honor Of
Alan Wren & family (Bar Mitzvah)
 By Phil & Bobbie Cohen

In Memory Of
My mother-in-law, Fannie Samuels
My father-in-law, Abe Samuels
 By Faye Gordon Samuels
My mother-in-law, Lillian Subotnick
My father-in-law, Arthur Subotnick
 By Barbara Weiland
My mother, Barbara Steinbock
 By Dot Defler
My son, David Litt
 By Sandra Litt
My mother, Lillian Burka
My great-grandmother, Tova Fannie Kaplan

Rabbi Yonah Geller Lecture Series Fund
In Appreciation Of
Shaarie Torah Sisterhood
 By Sue & Ed Viselman

In Memory Of
My mother, Pearl Feves Burton
 By Dr. & Mrs. Wayne N. Burton
My parents, Sam & Pearl Russell
 By Shimon Russo
Our mother, Helen Chaiken Blum
 By David & Vivian Blum
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October 31-November 6
Heidi Alberton*
Ogen Babani
Sam Babani
Israel J. Barer*
Hyman Bloomberg*
Regina Bruss*
Polly Cohen
Rea Donion
Max Firestone*
Bella Funes
Eric Goldenberg*
Isidore M Goldstein*
Reva Goldstein*
Charles Gottesman*
Tsilya Hess
Irving Katz
Bessie Kemp
Charlette Kessler
Gertrude Kofman
Irving Kreiner
Hyman Lefkowitz
Sarah Taibe Levi
Mollie S. Levin
William McAdam*
Ruben Menashe
Fannie Mesher*
Celia Rosenbloom*
Annie Saltman
Rose Scharf*
Dr. Harry Semler
Rosalyn Shamblott
Sara Silberstein*
Benjamin Singer
Murray Steckel*
Livia Vidor Steierman
Lillian S. Steinberg*
Morris Weinberg
Denny Weinstein*
Rosie Zohn*

(*) Denotes a permanent yahrzeit plaque has been purchased to ensure the beloved departed is remembered in perpetuity. For information about yahrzeit plaques in the
sanctuary please contact Jemi at 503-226-6131 x101 or executivedirector@shaarietorah.org.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER YAHRZEITS

November 7-13
Rose Alhadeff*
Ernest Belogus
Maurice Blum*
Dr. Harry Brown*
Sharon Ann Burnston
Mattie Carl*
Ellis Beth Fields*
Ephraim Geller*
Nathan Goldberg*

Joseph Goldstein*
Ronald David Goodman
Gertrude Goren
Sondra Greenberg*
Max Himmelfarb*
Rosalind Kane
Morris Kerkes*
Joseph Khajehzadeh
Polly Kitay
Adaline Kotkins*
Freda Krichevsky*
Sam Levine
Morris Meadows
Joseph Menashe*
Sol P. Mermelstein
Bessie Riback
Nathan Rogoway*
A. (Aaron) Rosenberg*
Harris Rosenthal*
Milton Silver
Sam Usher*
Eva Walleston*
Ed Wiener
Celia Zohn*

November 14-20
Vadim Aginsky
Golda Ankelis*
Mary Arik*
Sigmund Bander*
Risa Barer*
Leonard I. Blank*
Isadore Cohen*
Rosie Cohen*
Estelle Danish
Lilyan Fischman*
Fanny Fishman*
Jack Fruchtengarten
Sylvia Geltman*
Robert Gerson*
Sara Goldberg*
Lillian Goodman
Hinda Gottesman*
Herbert Gunter
Sadie Hayden
Ralph Hockley*
Estelle Horenstein*
Dorothy Jackson*
Leo Katz
George Kraft*
Abe Lesch*

Fanny Lesch*
Jerry Leveton
Frances Levinson*
Darlene Levy
Lena Naimark*
Stanford Nudelman
Maxine Policar
Benjamin Rome
Ben Rosenfeld*
Sidney Rubin*
Chaya Schwartz*
Alfred Sharff*
Freida Shochet*
Velvel Shochet*
William Sholkoff*
Arthur Simon
Sylvia Davis Solomon*
Kari Louise Steinbock
Reuben Louis Stern
Shelli Stern
Michael Weinberg
Celia Weiner
Pearl Weiner
Eric Jacob Weiss*
James Winkler
Benjamin Witt*
Lillian Wohl

November 21-27
Joshua David Ben Avraham v’Sarah
Max Breall*
Belle Brounstein*
Brindal Carl*
Marion Davis*
Anna Sarah Director*
Sam Director*
Louis Etlinger
Dave Feves*
Morris Galen
Allan Gamson*
Rabbi Yonah Geller*
Julie Gerstein
Nina Gulaleva
Ricca Hasson*
Mishka Horenstein*
Moshe Morris Jaroff*
Bessie Kailes*
Nathan Kaplan*
Elizabeth Lamken*
Laya Lazarus*
Benjamin Lebenzon*

Eileen Leveton
Jean Leveton*
Susan Marcus
Herman Mesher*
Harry Moss*
Noe Naimark*
David Petcher
Fannie Cohen Piepke
Rose Puziss*
Cantor David Rosenberg*
Clare Segol*
Sheila Jacobson Sockol*
Anna Weinsoft*
Jack Weinstein
Celia Weiss
Goldie Wiener*
Laura Zito

November 28-December 4
Wilma Jane Balick
Betty Bender*
Berta Blankenstein*
Julius Bloomberg*
Bessie Breall*
Edward T. Brounstein*
Leon Carl
Morrie Charnekar
Benjamin E. Cohen*
Mary Cohen*
Moshe Director*
Joseph Ehrman*
Doris Etlinger
Gertrude Fahnrich*
Sarah Fain*
Muriel Falk
Meyer Feves*
Faiga Gantz*
Shloima Gantz*
Mirl Gass*
Edith Gibson*
Sophie Goldberg*
Linda Newman Gordon
Jeffrey Lloyd Grayson*
Philip Greenberg*
Ida Greenstein*
Victor Hasson
Barry Kaine
Steve Kantor
Bernard Kaplan*
Betty Kaplan*
Albert Kastleman

Dora Kaufman
Arthur Klapper*
Anna Leve*
Anna G Maus*
Philip Petcher
Regina (Jean) Philan*
Sylvia Pogolowitz
Harry Policar
Isaac Premisler
Peter Rabow
Laurel Rebecca Rann*
Rachel Rosen*
Molly Rotenberg*
Anna Saltzman*
Barnett Schechtman*
Nathan Schlanger
Moishe Schnitzer*
Rose Schnitzer*
Toby Schwartz
William Shaman*
Bertha Sherman*
Hillel Slifman*
Samuel Soble
Oscar Bernard Stram
Fanny Usher*
Charles Ushkatz*
Rose Wagner
Annie Weiner*
Joseph Weinstock
Albert Elgin Wolff

December 5-11
Abraham Axe*
Esther Bellmann*
Alex Blond*
Mollie Blumenthal*
Joseph Bockman*
Dr. William Cohen
Sam Cohen*
Thelma Cohen*
Nick Dibert
Harry Feves*
Aaron Fohrman
Toby Gaynon
Rita Gerson
Betty Veltman Goldman*
Alex Goldstein*
Harold Goldstein*
George Gottesman*
Edna Greenberg*
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(*) Denotes a permanent yahrzeit plaque has been purchased to ensure the beloved departed is remembered in perpetuity. For information about yahrzeit plaques in the
sanctuary please contact Jemi at 503-226-6131 x101 or executivedirector@shaarietorah.org.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER YAHRZEITS

Rebecca Greenthal*
Jeffrey Aaron Hockley*
Rebecca Jacobson*
Phil Kane
Goldie Kaplan*
Sarah R. Keimach
Arthur Koenig
Samuel Kotkins
Libby Leben
Maurice Levinson*
Eleanor Levy
Helen Lipian*
Jack Lipian*
Kim Lipian*
Susan Lipian*
Herbert Lowenthal
Esther Mandel
Emily Metzker
Harry Mills*
Jacob Minsberg*
Richard Mozorosky
Jacob Ovetz*
Henry Perkel*
Helen Litman Rosenbloom
Minnie Rosencrantz*
Lilyan K. Rosenthal*
Morris H. Rotenberg
Minnie Rubin*
Gordon Russell*
Leo Schatz*
Esther Shaman
Samuel Shaman
Ben Shaman*
Hilda Siegel*
Alvin Gerald "Jerry" Singer
Margie Spector
Jerome Weinberg
Margie Winkler*

December 12-18
Belle Angel*
Bernard Axe*
Gloria Bacharach
Rose Black
Frieda Breall*
Beatrice Chusid*
Charlotte Hyman Cohen
Regina Cohen*
Fannie Director*
Frank J. Director*

December 19-25
Pincus Cassler*
Anna Coll*
Millie Director*
Henry Falk
Edward Feves*
Charlotte Fisher
Oscar Gass*
Josephine Gell*
Harry Gilbert*
Sylvia Gold*
Milton Hyatt*
Jane Hytowitz*
Sadie L. Jacobson
Albert Norman Kipnis
Nellie Kotkins
Esther Lefkowitz
Florence Levy
Moshe J. Lewis*
Anna Lipkin
Heidi Markewitz*
Sophie Melzer
Frances Myerson*
Sam Naimark*
Rose Packhouz*
Marianne Pennekamp*
Ralph D. Policar
Nathan Rosen*
Lillian Scharf*
Meyer Shenker*
David Singer*
Semyon Solidor
Max Stein*
Irving Steinbock
Ella Stern
Alegre Tevet*
Jacob Tonitsky*
Esther Levin Weinstein
Jack Winkler*
Lawrence Winthrop

Benjamin L. Eisenberg*
Harry Fisher
Charlotte Gevurtz*
Sarah Gilbert*
Blanche Gildesheim*
Charles Goldfoot*
Leib Gottesman*
Sarah Greenstein*
Mamie K. Harris*
Reyna Hasson
Mollie Hasson*
Miriam Hoffman
Barry Hornstein
Rose Kaplan*
Mary Lauber*
Ishmael Sam Lerner*
Mishka G. Lorber*
Jacob Mann*
Cris Mastin
Grace Meier*
Anna Mink*
Isadore Mozorosky*
Sonia Nudelman
Phyllis Petcher
Calo Policar
Anna Polsky*
Irwin Raften*
Morris Rubenstein*
Ida Schatz*
Samuel B. Schnitzer
Izetta Siegal*
Louis Siegel*
Benjamin Silver
Gertrude Silver
Hilda Steinbock*
Elaine Turk Veltman*
Jack Warren*
Jacob J. Weinstein*
Ethel Weiss
Harry Zusman*
Benjamin Silver
Gertrude Silver
Hilda Steinbock*
Elaine Turk Veltman*
Jack Warren*
Jacob J. Weinstein*
Ethel Weiss
Harry Zusman*

Abe Gerstein
Shimon Gillman
Sander Gutfreund
Mae Hasman
Moreno Isaac Hasson*
Marlene Israel*
Bernard Jolles
Delphia Mona Koplan
Leo Krichevsky*
Abraham Lazovsky*
Lillian Lefkowitz
Ben E. Leveton*
Jack J. Melzer
Oscar Melzer
Leah Menashe*
Leah Nemer*
Deanna Ray Nussbaum
Sofia Riva Paul
George Pearlman*
Esther Pelner*
Israel Perkel*
David Policar
Sam Policar*
Harold Pollens
Sofia Polonovsky*
Hella Reznik
Hyman Victor Russo*
Sylvia Saxton*
Berel Schnitzer*
Evelyn Shaman*
Goldie Shenker*
Sarah Shenker*
Jacob Sherman*
Sam Shleifer
Jerry Stern*
Fannie Faige Tanzer*
Dr. Maurice S. Tarshis*
Jennie Walleston*
Joe Walleston*
Goldie Weinstein
Debra Weitz
Bessie Zidell*
Esther Zusman*

December 26-January 1
Velma Almo
Arthur Joseph Blumberg
Anna Chusid*
Anna Cohen*
Morris Director*
Mendel Dorfman*
Charlotte Friend
Jack Geller*
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Events in November and December 2025

What Happens Next?
We will explore the writings that follow the
Torah cycle. This next section will focus on the
Book of 2nd Kings and Book of Isaiah.

November 5, 5:30-7pm
December 3, 5:30-7pm

ADULT EDUCATION
Mussar
In following the path of Mussar to build our inner lives,
we will learn to come to appreciate the difference
between self and soul, and especially to develop an
understanding of the ideal relationship we can foster
between these two dimensions.

November 13, 6:45-8:45pm
December 11, 6:45-8:45pm

Shabbat Fusion and Potluck 
We will provide soup and bread; you are welcome to bring vegetarian sides and desserts (not required).
RSVP online.

November 7, 6:30-8:30pm
December 5, 6:30-8:30pm

COMMUNITY EVENTS

GIVE BACK TO YOUR COMMUNITY
Join Lift UP's mission to help end hunger in Portland
In Downtown and Northwest Portland, the challenge is clear:
too many of our neighbors face food insecurity, struggling to
access the nourishment they need for themselves and their
families. Economic disparities, unexpected hardships, and
various barriers create a universal struggle for reliable
access to nutritious food. It's a challenge we can't ignore,
and it requires collective action to overcome.

Whether it's $5 or $500, every gift fills a plate.
https://www.lifturbanportland.org/donations

JFCS Thanksgiving Drive
IWith the help of the community, Jewish & Family Child Service
will be able to provide a food box to 160 families – over 500
individuals – this Thanksgiving. Boxes will be delivered to
families on Sunday, November 23. We are collecting
TURKEY GRAVY PACKETS (0.85 or 0.87 oz, any brand).

Donations may be dropped off in the food barrel downstairs or in the shul office. Final day to donate is
Wednesday, November 19. You can also donate funds directly to JFCS online.
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FAMILY & YOUTH EDUCATION
K'tantan Sip & Schmooze
Families with kids ages 0-5 are welcome.

November 9, 3-4:30pm
December 14, 11:30am-1pm (Chanukah Pre-Func)

Tot Shabbat
This is is the perfect Shabbat experience for families
with young children of all ages.

November 22, 11-11:45am

Mensch Academy
November 9, 10am-12pm
November 16, 10am-12pm
November 23, 10am-12pm
December 7, 10am-12pm
December 14, 10-11:30am

Our learning experiences and goals are inspired by our
educational values: Fun, Character, Community, and
Confidence.

Mensch Community

Each service includes a short

Parsha Play acted out by kids as

well as a visit to the main service

to carry a mini Torah through

the community.
TOT Shabbat
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Adult B’nai Mitzvah NEW! 

Have you always wanted to become b’nai mitzvah—but never had the chance? Are you ready to reconnect
with Judaism with fresh eyes and a full heart? This is more than a class. It’s a spiritual milestone. A personal
renewal. A sacred journey for adults of all backgrounds and learning levels.

Our Adult B’nai Mitzvah (ABM) journey is your opportunity to reclaim, rediscover, and rejoice in Torah.

Over the course of this rich and supportive year, participants will:
Build Jewish knowledge and spiritual confidence
Chant from the Torah and lead key parts of the Shabbat service
Write and deliver a meaningful D’var Torah
Create a personalized tallit—crafted by your own hands and heart
Celebrate your aliyah in a joyful community celebration

Wednesdays: 11:30 AM – 1:15 PM
11:30–12:00 – Brown Bag Lunch &
Hevruta (study partner) Check-In
12:00–1:15 – Weekly Learning Session

Orientation
November 19

Deep Dive into the Torah Service
History, choreography, meaning, and music

Dec 3, 10, 17

Torah Trope: Learn the Music of the Torah
Master the cantillation system to prepare for chanting

Jan 7, 14, 21, 28 | Feb 4, 11, 18, 25

Chanting from the Torah
Apply your skills and practice with support

Mar 4, 11, 18, 25 | Apr 15, 22, 29

Preparation & Rehearsal to Lead Shabbat Services 
Bring it all together with coaching and practice

May 6, 13, 20, 27

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Celebration & Kiddush Lunch
Saturday, May 30, 2026

COURSE OVERVIEW SCHEDULE

Led by Cantor Barbara Slader & Rabbi Gary Oren at Congregation Shaarie Torah

$750 – Includes Lev Shalem Siddur,
learning materials, tzitzit, and
celebratory kiddush lunch. If you would
like to split your payment, please pay a
deposit of $200. The office will contact you
after.

COST


