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CLERGY & STAFF

LEGACY DONORS 

MISHEBERACH

CARING COMMUNITYWHO WE ARE
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Abby Layton (Avigael bat Sarah v’Itzchak), Nehemya ben
Avraham haLevy, Susan Oviatt, Gordon Oviatt, Alex Bortnick
(Eliyahu ben Chaya Nacha), Jason Metzker, Ryan Baderman,
Shmuel ben Tibel v’Hirsch, Dodie Harrison, Nancy
Fruchtengarten, Roberta Scott, Regina Newman, Jessika Jones,
Yaffa Basha bat Sara Shayndel, Yozef ben Yehudah, Mashe
Penina bat Leib v'Chaya Basia (Michelle Koplan), Marvin Sachs,
Ronald Riebman, Judy Riebman, Deborah bat Freidel, Pesach
ben Adele, Rachel bat Rasha Leah, David ben Rasha Leah, Tina
Coleman, Shirley Harris, Nava bat Rachel, Stan Usher (Sander
Yudel ben Sala Mesha v'Faigel), Leland Waltuck (Label ben
Anshel v'Chaya), Esther Hatumi bat Ruth Bracha, Naomi
Warmflash, Rachel Anat bat Yakova Varda (Rachel Pollin), Ahava
bat Tzivia (Wendy Herz), Rabbi Hillel ben Miriam, Naomi Miriam
bat Simcha Sara, Irina Burlay, Sarah Nichols, Morrie Jackson,
Barbara Engelter, Stacey Salomon, Melinda Russell, Feiga
Ruchel bat Sura Etta (Carol Danish), Linda Sherman, Shmuel
Michul ben Michla Asna, Ash Aleksandra Margalit bat Emily
Kathryn v’Yoel Avrohom, Brian Puziss, Leonard Burda, Sally
Burda, Jackie Pelner-Frankle

If you know someone in need of healing, please call the
office to put them on the Refuah Sh’laymah list.

When a Death Occurs: 
Please call our office at (503) 226-6131 ext 101. Should
you need further assistance please email Jemi at
executivedirector@shaarietorah.org. 

CONGREGATION 
SHAARIE TORAH GARY EZRA OREN

Rabbi

rabbioren@shaarietorah.org

AARON VITELLS

Cantor Emeritus

JEMI KOSTINER MANSFIELD

Executive Director

executivedirector@shaarietorah.org

JANET NUNEZ-MITRA

Bookkeeper

finance@shaarietorah.org 

Raphi Rosenblatt, President
Andrea Kreiner, Vice President 
Anne LeVant Prahl, Vice President
Trevor Bryant, Treasurer 
Melissa Cohen, Secretary
Daniel Petcher, Immediate Past President

A member of the Conservative Movement, Congregation
Shaarie Torah is a spiritual home that encourages growth in all
stages of life by fostering connections, lifelong learning and
meaningful relationships.

LINDA HARRISON

Congregational Affairs

Coordinator & Clergy Assistant

cst@shaarietorah.org

AMBER KURSON

Communication & Content

Coordinator

amber@shaarietorah.org

ALEKSEY BURLAY

Facilities Manager

building@shaarietorah.org

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

AUXILLIARIES

Mimi Berlin
Keith Berne
Eva Celnik
Dan Gerber
Marje Jacobson
Robert "Chaim" Solgan
Edward Viselman

MORNING MINYAN
Virtual Morning Minyan is held every
Monday, Thursday and Sunday at 8:00
am; hybrid when Mensch Academy is in
session. This time remains the same on
Rosh Chodesh or holidays. Visit our
website for Zoom information. 

Shira Newman, Sisterhood President

The Bulletin is published by Congregation Shaarie Torah, 
920 NW 25th Avenue, Portland, OR 97210. 

920 NW 25th Ave.
Portland, OR 97210
PHONE: (503) 226-6131 
EMAIL: cst@shaarietorah.org        
WEBSITE: www.shaarietorah.org

Helping to provide for the long-term health and security of our congregation.
Anonymous, Judy & Ron Appelbaum, Karla & Barry Benson, Lynn Bonner, Stephen Butler, Milt Carl (z”l), Frieda Gass Cohen (z”l),
Bobbie & Phil Cohen, Ellen & Richard Cohen, Carol Danish, Janet Pollens Feldman, Deborah & Larry Friedman, Diana Ginsburg,
Sheldon Gloger (z”l), Maura & Joel Greenblum, Gregg & Kimberley Harris, Brenda Katz & Richard Hurwitz, Marje Jacobson, Sue
Hickey & Sheldon Klapper, Steph Kotkins, Lowell Lebenzon, Peter & Anna Lyman, Michael Millender, Dora & Jerry (z”l) Newman, Sarah
Sue & Andrew Osborn, The Zanley Perkel Family, Leslie & Daniel Petcher, Annette Demsey & Erik Richmond, Laurie & Bert (z”l)
Rogoway, Channah & Rabbi Joshua Rose, Kim Rosenberg, Ellen Lippman & Steve Rosenberg, Madelle & Stan Rosenfeld, Faye Gordon
Samuels, Joan Schnitzer, Madelynne & Michael  (z”l) Sheehan, Roz & Mylen Shenker, Barbara & Denny Shleifer, Linda & Gary Singer,
Thelma Solomon, Shari Levinson & Marshal Spector, Sara & Tyler Staggs, David Stern, Charlotte & Isaac Tevet, Diana & Cantor Aaron
Vitells, Fran & Ira Warren, Barbara Weiland & Ron Subotnick (z”l), Susan & Bruce Winthrop, Estelle Winthrop (z”l). 

Our offices and building are open
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday
10am-3pm and by appointment. 

Welcome new members &
supporters:

We offer sincere condolences 
to the families of: 

May their memories be
a source of blessing.

Ora Botwinick & Bruce Goldberg
Jeanell Innerarity & Rob Hershinow
Rebecca Hytowitz
Stephen Gerken & Theressa Silver

BOARD MEMBERS

Julie Donin
Richard Feist
Neal Hirschfeld
Michael Imlah
Jerry Lesch
Howard Rosenblatt
Ona Weiner

SHABBAT SERVICES
Shabbat Morning  service is @ 9:15 am
in person and live streamed from our
website and facebook live. Visit our
website: shaarietorah.org/stream to
watch previous services or tune in live. 

We are a warm and joyful community rooted in Jewish tradition
and values since 1905.

When a Death Occurs: 
Please call our office at (503) 226-6131 ext 101. Should
you need further assistance please email Jemi at
executivedirector@shaarietorah.org. 

Legacy Society donors make a provision to donate to Shaarie Torah in their estate planning. Every donation, of any size, provides for
the future. If you would like to become a Legacy Society donor, please contact our office: (503) 226-6131.

UPCOMING OFFICE CLOSURES
November 26
November 27
December 24

Please continue to visit our website
for events and information. Email is
the best way to reach our staff. 

mailto:executivedirector@shaarietorah.org
mailto:executivedirector@shaarietorah.org
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UNDERSTANDING CEMETERY FINANCES
The Shaarie Torah Cemetery, nestled within an unassuming neighborhood in far SE
Portland/inner-Milwaukie, holds a special place for many members of our CST family.
Last year we shared some interesting tidbits about the property’s history. Today we’re
going to talk about how a cemetery operates and is funded.

Burial in the cemetery is not limited to Shaarie Torah members. Many non-members
have relatives buried there and want to be close by. While members in good standing
are entitled to a plot gratis after a certain number of years, non-members may purchase
plots at a rate within current industry standards. All burials also incur a set fee towards
Perpetual Care, to ensure the cemetery is cared for always.

What exactly does Perpetual Care mean? As the name implies, we are committed to
caring for the property in perpetuity. Not every cemetery automatically includes this.
There are cemeteries around the country that have optional maintenance packages
people can choose when purchasing a plot. Those cemeteries often look unkempt in
areas, without uniform mowing or grounds upkeep. Those are very sad places to visit.

We wisely decided decades ago to require that every burial has a cost for Perpetual Care, currently $5,000 regardless of
membership status. Everyone pays the same. Of that amount, $600 is transferred into the Cemetery Endowment Fund
held at OJCF. The annual operating budget includes an income line from the interest earned on this fund, working from
a policy to draw a standard 4.5% on the average trailing 12 quarters. All of this translates to about $11,000 per year
without touching the principal investment. Each burial also incurs set fees for opening and closing the grave as well as
the liner, which protects the grave, preventing ground movement or sinkage. That cost is currently $2,600 per burial.

The Cemetery Committee oversees decision-making regarding policies, pricing and the annual operating budget.
Currently chaired by Steph Kotkins, the committee is comprised of both longtime and newer CST members. They share
an abiding commitment to uphold the forever promises made to the families whose beloved departed rest within our
gates. If you are interested in serving on this committee, please contact Steph directly: mistersk59@hotmail.com.

Landscaping and maintenance are among their highest priorities, as they keenly understand that poorly tended grounds
will be the number one complaint from visitors. The Cemetery Fund is the most selected of all the tribute funds for
yahrzeit donations, which helps support operations. Maintenance and upkeep are year-round costs, regardless of the
number of burials. Grounds must be tended, equipment replaced and bills paid. As annual expenses continue to mount,
and income is unreliable year by year, the additional money that comes in the form of donations makes a big impact.

The Together for Tomorrow campaign will officially launch during Chanukah, where you’ll learn about special giving
opportunities towards growing the Cemetery Endowment Fund, ensuring our beautiful and historic cemetery will
continue to be a place of tranquility and comfort for all generations to come. Donations to the Cemetery Fund may be
made through the CST website or shul office.

To learn more about our cemetery or information regarding plot availability, please contact Jemi Kostiner
Mansfied, Executive Director: 503-226-6131 x101 or executivedirector@shaarietorah.org.

ADULT EDUCATION

Learn to Leyn
CST member Sherri Shulman is willing to share her knowledge of reading Torah, including trope, how it shapes
the verses and helps with pronunciation. If you are interested and can already read Hebrew well, please
contact Sherri via email (sherrishulman@gmail.com) to set up regular 1:1 meeting times.

Mussar
November 2026 - May 2027, taught by Rabbi Oren.
A year of Jewish character development through the study and practice of middot — the qualities of character
that help us become the people we aspire to be.

Torah Study
Weekly on Thursdays 12:15-1:30pm, led by Rabbi Oren (no class on 12/24 or 12/31). 
No Hebrew knowledge required and everyone is welcome to join in person or on Zoom.

Virtual Hebrew Classes with Cara Abrams
Learn to read Hebrew with confidence starts November 30 or December 1, 2026
Begin to understand the Hebrew you read starts January 4 or 5, 2027

More information on each program, including how to register, can be on our
website at shaarietorah.org/adulted/ or by scanning the QR code below

mailto:mistersk59@hotmail.com
mailto:executivedirector@shaarietorah.org


A MESSAGE FROM RABBI OREN

There is something remarkable about the person who decided to light the first candle of Hanukkah.

Imagine the moment. The Temple had been reclaimed, the sacred space restored, and there was enough
oil to keep the menorah burning for just one night. Eight nights were needed to prepare more oil. The
future was uncertain. There was no guarantee that the small amount of oil would last. And yet, someone
made the decision to light.

I have always been drawn to that moment. We often tell the Hanukkah story as a miracle of eight nights,
but perhaps there is another miracle worth noticing: the courage to begin when you don't have everything
you need. The person who lit that first flame couldn't know what would happen the next day. They couldn't
see eight nights into the future. They could only see the opportunity in front of them and decide that it was
worth beginning.

That is a lesson I think we need in our own lives. We spend so much time waiting until we have enough:
enough money, enough time, enough certainty, enough people, enough confidence. We tell ourselves that
once everything is in place, then we will begin. But Jewish life has always asked something different of us.
We are asked to take the first step, to kindle a flame, to plant a seed, and to trust that what we begin today
can become something larger tomorrow.

This Hanukkah, we have a special opportunity to put that teaching into practice. We will be launching
Together for Tomorrow, our campaign to invest in the future of Congregation Shaarie Torah.

Over the past months, we have listened, gathered ideas, and talked about the kind of
synagogue we want to build together. We have heard about the importance of caring for our
cemetery and preserving the stories of those who came before us. We have talked about our

building, the home in which Jewish life happens, and the importance of investing in the
people who make our community possible.

Our campaign is called Together for Tomorrow because the future of this congregation is not something
that belongs to someone else to figure out. It belongs to all of us.

And as we begin this effort, I want us to remember the other lesson of Hanukkah: celebrate the light you
already have.

We have so much to be grateful for. We have people who show up for one another. We have children
learning Jewish stories and traditions. We have a community that gathers for Shabbat, celebrates
holidays, supports families through life's most difficult moments, and creates friendships and memories.
We have a history worth honoring and a future worth building.

We don't begin this campaign because something is missing from our community. We begin because
something wonderful is already here, and we want to make sure it continues to shine.

As we gather with family and friends for Thanksgiving, and then light the candles of Hanukkah, I hope we
can hold both gratitude and possibility in our hearts. We can appreciate what we have while taking
responsibility for what comes next. May we have the courage to light the first flame, the generosity to
keep it burning, and the imagination to see what eight nights—and eight generations—might make
possible.

Chag Urim Sameach. Wishing you and your family a joyful Hanukkah and a Thanksgiving filled with gratitude.

Kol Tuv,

The Courage to Light the First Flame
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HANUKKAH CHEAT SHEET
Hanukkah begins at sundown on Friday, December 4 and ends at nightfall on Saturday, December 12

Friday, December 4
Saturday, December 5

Sunday, December 6
Monday, December 7

Tuesday, December 8
Wednesday, December 9
Thursday, December 10

Friday, December 11
Saturday, December 12

Light 1 candle at dusk
Light 2 candles at dusk
Light 3 candles at dusk
Light 4 candles at dusk
Light 5 candles at dusk
Light 6 candles before sundown
Light 7 candles at nightfall
Light 8 candles at dusk
Chanukah: 8th day

ל חַנֻכָה ָּנוּ לְהַדְלִיק נֵר שֶׁ מִצוֹתָיו וְצִיו נו בְּ ר קִידְשָׁ ה יי אֱלוֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם אֲשֶׁ רוךְּ אַתָּ בָּ
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu l’hadlik ner shel Hanukkah.
Praised are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who made us holy through your commandments and commanded
us to kindle the Hanukkah lights.

ֶּה מַן הַז ְּ ז ָּמִים הָהֵם בַּ י ים לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ בַּ ה נִסִּ עָשָׂ ה יי אֱלוֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם שֶׁ רוךְּ אַתָּ בָּ
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim la’avoteinu bayamim hahem bazman hazeh.
Praised are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who performed wonderous deeds for our ancestors at this
season.

On the 1  night only add:st

ֶּה מַן הַז ְּ ָּענוּ לַז י מָנוּ וְהִגִּ ְּ ָּנוּ, וְקִי הֶחֱי ה יי אֱלוֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם שֶׁ רוךְּ אַתָּ בָּ
Baruch atah adonai elohenu melech ha’olam, shehecheyanu, v’kiyimanu, v’higiyanu lazman hazeh
Praised are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has given us life and sustained us and enabled us to reach
this season.

There is a beautiful debate in the Talmud about how we should light the Hanukkah candles. The school of
Shammai teaches that we should begin with eight candles and take one away each night. The school of Hillel
teaches the opposite: begin with one candle and add another each night until all eight are shining.

קּדֶֹשׁ וְאֵין מוֹרִידִין מַעֲלִין בַּ
Ma'alin bakodesh v'ein moridin.

In matters of holiness, we increase rather than decrease.

I love this teaching because it offers a particular way of looking at our lives. We don't measure the light in our
lives by what we have lost, or by what we don't yet have. We can choose to notice what is growing. One candle
becomes two. Two become three. The light increases, and something that began as a small flame becomes a
room filled with light.

There's also something important about the fact that each candle lights the next without losing its own flame.
Sharing light doesn't diminish what we have. It makes more light possible.

As we approach Thanksgiving and Hanukkah, I wonder what it would mean to practice this kind of gratitude.
Rather than simply making a list of what we are thankful for, what if we asked ourselves: Where can I add a little
more light?

Perhaps it is an additional Shabbat dinner, a phone call to someone who is lonely, an invitation to someone who
hasn't yet found their place in our community, or a commitment to help build something that will outlast us.

A question to carry into Hanukkah: 
What is one small flame you can add to someone else's life this month?

May we continue to increase in holiness, generosity, connection, and light.

*Keva: We learn in our Mishnah that we should make our life-long learning Keva (fixed) – make time for it – schedule it. 

A LITTLE MORE LIGHT EACH NIGHT

The Talmud gives us Hillel's reasoning in four words:
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Barbie Enkelis, Miriam Steierman, Becky Rotenberg, Channah Rose, Rob Sample, Ivan

Gold, Lynn Bonner, Axel Koenig, Erik Richmond, Sherri Shulman, Annette Demsey, Rick

Cohen, Mary Welch, Margaret Gotesman, Pauline Goldstein, Cliff Hockley, Keith Berne,

Andrea Kreiner, Serina Leedy, Andy Pollack, Lori Ann Burd, Kyle Rotenberg, Bruce

Winthrop, Kim Rosenberg, Roz Roseman, David Gaynon, Eileen Slifman Hines, Elaura

Rifkin, Wendy Johnson, Allison Fowler, Judy Freeman, Mark Comstock, Arlene Fromer,

Michael Millender, Jeffrey Hasson, Lisa Schroeder, Deborah Friedman, Dave Weinstock,

Willa Perlmutter, Barbara Leveton, Ira Warren, Gordon Oviatt, Maura Greenblum, Norman

Kaplon, Jay Zidell, Benjamin Cutler, Schuyler Erle, Norman Rosenbloom, Justin

Rosenfeld, Sheldon Klapper, Molly Baum, Mike Enkelis, Carmel Ross, Ora Botwinick,

Pami Rotenberg, Phil Cohen, Fedor Pikus, Lynn Doraine, Bernice Skoro, Sue Viselman,

Peter Zuckerman, Stan Rotenberg, Norma Rowe, Pauline Leperi, Dr. Susan Weinberg,

Janet Van Wess, Jackie Pelner-Frankle, Sara Staggs

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Galina Golant & Fedor Pikus, Cantor Aaron &

Diana Vitells, Brenda Katz & Richard Hurwitz,

Daniela Samoil & Michael Rappaport, Alix & Tom

Goodman, Virginia & Barry Russell, Wendy &

Howard Liebreich, Priscilla & Tony Kostiner, Sarah

& Andy Friedland, Sharon & Axel Koenig, Susan &

Norman Kaplon, Barbie & Mike Enkelis, Melissa

Cohen & Richard Burd, Ilene & Alexander Aginsky,

Lilith Automata & Eleanor Silver, Shari Levinson &

Marshal Spector

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS
CONGREGATION SHAARIE TORAH FUNDS
Rabbi Discretionary Fund
In Appreciation Of
Rabbi Oren & CST (High Holiday Services)
 By Irwin & Meredith Jacobson
Rabbi Oren (Unveiling)
 By Rosalyn Bloom

In Memory Of
My step-mother, Esther Hoffman
My step-mother, Jeannie Hoffman
 By Mel Hoffman
My mother, Ida Mills
 By Marian Brown
Howard Rosenblatt
 By Linda & Jeff Weiner
The Fallen of Kibbutz Be’eri
 By Harvey Frankle

Rabbi’s Tzedakah Fund
In Memory Of
My mother, Ruth Moberg
 By Sue & Ed Viselman
Our mother, Dorothy Steinbock
 By Hersha Steinbock
 By Dr. Leslie Steinbock
 By Debi Steinbock

General Fund
In Appreciation Of
Rabbi Gary Ezra Oren
Cantor Aaron Vitells
 By Sheila Rittenberg & Daniel Fohrman

In Honor Of
Bobbie Cohen (Birthday)
 By Anna & Peter Lyman
Isaac Tevet (80  Birthday)th

 By Harold & Jackie Lesch
Fiona Cuomo (Bat Mitzvah)
 By John & Helene Cuomo
Our daughter, Ariel Reiner
 By Oma & Randall Reiner
Cantor Aaron Vitells
 By Anna & Peter Lyman

In Memory Of
My father, Louis Carl
 By Shirley Harris
My grandfather, George Harris
My uncle, David B. Sharff
 By Gregg & Kimberley Harris
My father, Arkady Aginsky
My father, Jerome Kornberg
My grandfather, Samuel Kornberg
My grandmother, Rebecca Gothelph
 By Alexander & Ilene Aginsky
My father, Arkady Aginsky
My father, Jerome Kornberg
My grandfather, Samuel Kornberg
My grandmother, Rebecca Gothelph
 By Alexander & Ilene Aginsky
My grandfather, Samuel Zidell
 By Jay & Diane Zidell
My parents, Victoria & Benjamin Russell
 By Susan Russell Andrews
My parents, Henry & Diane Mendel
 By Linda Mendel
My father, Ernest Belogus
 By Eileen Hammer
My sister, Marjorie LeVant
 By Anne LeVant Prahl
My mother, Ruth Blum
 By Kay Smith-Blum & Butch Blum
My mother, Lyuba Melemedov
Howard Rosenblatt
Walter Kotkins
 By Anna & Peter Lyman
My mother, Bella Esther Funes
 By Reyna & Steve Gustav
My parents, Augusta & Aaron Olshen
 By Frances Lucchesi

Cemetery Fund
General Contribution
By Ralph Markewitz

In Honor Of
Isaac Tevet (80  Birthday)th

 By Ellen & Rick Cohen

In Memory Of
Parents, in-Laws, and grandparents, Milt & Cissi Carl 
Parents, in-Laws, and grandparents, Shirley & Arnie Enkelis
Parents, in-Laws, and grandparents, Milt & Cissi Carl 
Parents, in-Laws, and grandparents, Shirley & Arnie Enkelis
Our aunt, Mary Goldstein
Our uncle, Marvin Enkelis
Our aunt, Eva Walleston
Lorie McMasters
 By Barbie, Mike & Gary Enkelis
My grandparents, Goldie & Joe Weinstein
My grandparents, Gussie & Nate Carl
 By Barbie Enkelis
My grandparents, Rose & Ben Shnitka
My grandparents, Bessie & Nate Enkelis
 By Michael Enkelis
My parents, William & Annie Saltman
 By Shirley Winger
My mother, Betty Lesch
 By Millard & Wendy Lesch
My father, Harold Newson
My grandmother, Anna Newson
 By Cyndi Nolan
My uncle, Raymond Veltman
 By Margo Sercu
My father, Harry Israel
 By Patty Hanson
Lorie McMasters
 By Pam & Stan Rotenberg
My mother, Darlene Popick
My father, Irving Popick
 By Eadi Popick
My mother, Fannie Gottesman
 By Ellen Teicher
My grandfather, Sam “Shimon” Newson
 By Stacie Ann Newson
Marian Mills
 By Jeannie Rosenthal
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GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS

Scan the QR code and find out more about the Jewish Free Loan in Portland! Jewish or
“Hebrew” Free Loan Associations have been in the business of providing interest-free loans to
individuals across North America for over a century.

In Memory Of (cont.)
My grandparents, Rose & Hyman Veltman
My parents, Betty & Leo Goldman
My sister, Sharon Goldman
My aunt & uncle, Elaine & Ray Veltman
 By Marcia Colton
My sister, Heidi Alberton
 By Geri Pearlman
My grandfather, Hyman Bloomberg
 By Linda Begen-Peltz
My uncle, Jimmy Berg
 By Stan Rosenfeld
My husband, Mike Gotesman
 By Margaret Gotesman
My mother, Constance Lipman
 By Derek & Lydia Lipman
My brother, Les Gottesman
 By Ellen Teicher
My mother, Clara Greenblatt
 By Shirley A. Freidman
Julie Donin
 By Carol Barer & family
My parents, Betty & Leo Goldman
My sister, Sharon Goldman
My aunt & uncle, Elaine & Ray Veltman
 By Marcia Colton
My sister, Heidi Alberton
 By Geri Pearlman
My grandfather, Hyman Bloomberg
 By Linda Begen-Peltz
My uncle, Jimmy Berg
 By Stan Rosenfeld
My husband, Mike Gotesman
 By Margaret Gotesman
My mother, Constance Lipman
 By Derek & Lydia Lipman
My brother, Les Gottesman
 By Ellen Teicher
My mother, Clara Greenblatt
 By Shirley A. Freidman
Julie Donin
 By Carol Barer & family

Nepom Memorial Fountain
In Memory Of
My father, Robert Erlich
 By Barbara Erlich

Shiva Fund
In Memory Of
Our grandmother & great-grandmother,
Lillian Burka
 By Kelli, Sofia & Lilly Tevet

Building Fund
In Memory Of
Isaac Tevet (80  Birthday)th

 By Charlene Director
 By Karla & Barry Benson
David Litt
 By Bob & Jeannie Rosenthal
My mother, Anne Carl
 By David, Leslie, Greg, Anne & Pauline Cohen
My father, Ernest Belogus
 By Eileen Hammer

Kitchen Fund
In Memory Of
My father, Jules Jacobson
My husband, William Hoffman
My son, Marvin Hoffman
 By Judy Hoffman
My husband, Bob Tenner
 By Dori Tenner
My sister, Harriet Shain
My mother, Celia Rosenbloom
 By Judith & Norman Rosenbloom

Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of
My son, Raphi Rosenblatt
 By Eve Ackerman

In Memory Of
My uncle, Harold J. Blank
 By Sandee Blank
My father, David Singer
My father, Paul Harwin
 By Sara & Fred Harwin
Garry Kahn
 By Karla & Barry Benson
Howard Rosenblatt
 By Lynne & Mitch Cohen
My husband, Laurence Alberton
 By Judith Alberton
Beloved husband & father, Cantor Howard Rosenblatt
 By Eve Ackerman & Raphi Rosenblatt

Matthew Rutzick Library Fund
In Memory Of
My daughter, Koren Backstrand
 By Barbara Backstand

Rev. Chaim Reznik Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of
My mother, Helen Chaiken Blum
 By David & Vivian Blum

Prayer Book Fund
In Memory Of
My mother, Rosalyn Shamblott
 By Susan & Bruce Winthrop
My grandparents, Fannie & Philip Wexler
 By Eldon & Carolyn Wexler

EDUCATION FUNDS
General Education Fund
In Honor Of
CST Kehillah
 By Daphna Stadig

Youth Education Fund
In Appreciation Of
Rabbi Gary Ezra Oren
Cantor Aaron Vitells
 By Sheila Rittenberg & Daniel Fohrman

In Honor Of
CST Community (HHDs)
 By Elaine Friedman & Bob Liebman

In Memory Of
My grandfather, Julius H. Cohen
My father-in-law, Arthur Subotnick
 By Barbara Weiland
My cousin, Martin Feist
 By Joan Roude

Rabbi Yonah Geller Lecture Series Fund
In Memory Of
My husband, Ruben J. Menashe
 By Elizabeth Menashe

GAN EDEN MEMORIAL FUNDS
Arthur Simon Fresh Flower Fund
In Memory Of
My brother, Denny Weinstein
 By Randi McLenithan

Barney Bricker Fund
In Memory Of
My father, Barney Bricker
 By Monte Bricker

Nate and Millie Director Education Fund
In Memory Of
My mother, Kelly Puziss
 By Brian Puziss

Cantor Yonia Glantz Fund
In Memory Of
Devorah Weinstein
 By the Weinstein Family Foundation

Sol and Frances Myerson
In Honor Of
Romi Newson (Bar Mitzvah)
 By Roz & Mylen Shenker

On behalf of the board of directors, we gratefully
acknowledge and thank the following community
members who made contributions to support our
holy work. (Donations received from the past two
months before the printing of this bulletin). 
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https://www.jewishportland.org/ourcommunity/jewish-free-loan


(*) Denotes a permanent yahrzeit plaque has been purchased to ensure the beloved departed
is remembered in perpetuity. For information about yahrzeit plaques in the sanctuary please
contact Jemi at (503) 226-6131 x101 or executivedirector@shaarietorah.org.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER YAHRZEITS

October 30-November 5

Golda Ankelis*

Mary Arik*

Ernest Belogus

Maurice Blum*

Lisa Cohen

Gertrude F. Cohn*

Estelle Danish

Ellis Beth Fields*

Jack Fruchtengarten

Ephraim Geller*

Sylvia Geltman*

Robert Gerson*

Nathan Goldberg*

Joseph Goldstein*

Ronald David Goodman

Sondra Greenberg*

Herbert Gunter

Max Himmelfarb*

Ralph Hockley*

Dorothy Jackson*

Leo Katz

Adaline Kotkins*

Freda Krichevsky*

Sam Levine

Darlene Levy

Morris Meadows

Joseph Menashe*

Maxine Policar

Benjamin Rome

Ben Rosenfeld*

Harris Rosenthal*

Sidney Rubin*

Arthur Simon

Sylvia Davis Solomon*

Eva Walleston*

Michael Weinberg

Pearl Weiner

Lillian Wohl

Celia Zohn*

Hinda Gottesman*

Priscilla Hanawalt

Ricca Hasson*

Sadie Hayden

Estelle Horenstein*

George Kraft*

Elizabeth Lamken*

Laya Lazarus*

Benjamin Lebenzon*

Abe Lesch*

Fanny Lesch*

Jerry Leveton

Frances Levinson*

Lena Naimark*

David Petcher

Chaya Schwartz*

Alfred Sharff*

Freida Shochet*

Velvel Shochet*

William Sholkoff*

Sheila Jacobson Sockol*

Kari Louise Steinbock

Reuben Louis Stern

Shelli Stern

Celia Weiner

Celia Weiss

James Winkler

Benjamin Witt*

November 13-19

Charles Bryan Anderson

Joshua David Ben Avraham v Sarah

Wilma Jane Balick

Berta Blankenstein*

Bessie Breall*

Max Breall*

Belle Brounstein*

Brindal Carl*

Benjamin E. Cohen*

Moshe Director*

Joseph Ehrman*

Louis Etlinger

Dave Feves*

Morris Galen

Allan Gamson*

Faiga Gantz*

Rabbi Yonah Geller*

Edith Gibson*

Linda Newman Gordon

Nina Gulaleva

Mishka Horenstein*

Moshe Morris Jaroff*

Bessie Kailes*

Betty Kaplan*

Nathan Kaplan*

Anna Leve*

November 13-19

Charles Bryan Anderson

Joshua David Ben Avraham v Sarah

Wilma Jane Balick

Berta Blankenstein*

Bessie Breall*

Max Breall*

Belle Brounstein*

Brindal Carl*

Benjamin E. Cohen*

Moshe Director*

Joseph Ehrman*

Louis Etlinger

Dave Feves*

Morris Galen

Allan Gamson*

Faiga Gantz*

Rabbi Yonah Geller*

Edith Gibson*

Linda Newman Gordon

Nina Gulaleva

Mishka Horenstein*

Moshe Morris Jaroff*

Bessie Kailes*

Betty Kaplan*

Nathan Kaplan*

Anna Leve*

Eileen Leveton

Jean Leveton*

Susan Marcus

Herman Mesher*

Harry Moss*

Noe Naimark*

Philip Petcher

November 6-12

Vadim Aginsky

Sigmund Bander*

Risa Barer*

Leonard I. Blank*

Isadore Cohen*

Rosie Cohen*

Marion Davis*

Anna Sarah Director*

Sam Director*

Lilyan Fischman*

Fanny Fishman*

Julie Gerstein

Sara Goldberg*

Lillian Goodman

Eileen Leveton

Jean Leveton*

Susan Marcus

Herman Mesher*

Harry Moss*

Noe Naimark*

Philip Petcher

Fannie Cohen Piepke

Rose Puziss*

Cantor David Rosenberg*

Irving Rotenberg

Anna Saltzman*

Barnett Schechtman*

Clare Segol*

Hillel Slifman*

Anna Weinsoft*

Jack Weinstein

Eric Jacob Weiss*

Goldie Wiener*

Albert Elgin Wolff

Laura Zito

Fannie Cohen Piepke

Rose Puziss*

Cantor David Rosenberg*

Irving Rotenberg

Anna Saltzman*

Barnett Schechtman*

Clare Segol*

Hillel Slifman*

Anna Weinsoft*

Jack Weinstein

Eric Jacob Weiss*

Goldie Wiener*

Albert Elgin Wolff

Laura Zito

November 20-26

Betty Bender*

Julius Bloomberg*

Edward T. Brounstein*

Leon Carl

Morrie Charnekar

Mary Cohen*

Nick Dibert

Doris Etlinger

Gertrude Fahnrich*

Sarah Fain*

Muriel Falk

Meyer Feves*

Shloima Gantz*

Mirl Gass*

Sophie Goldberg*

Alex Goldstein*

Harold Goldstein*

George Gottesman*

Jeffrey Lloyd Grayson*

Philip Greenberg*

Ida Greenstein*

Victor Hasson

Barry Kaine

Steve Kantor

Bernard Kaplan*

Goldie Kaplan*

Albert Kastleman

Dora Kaufman

Arthur Klapper*

Esther Mandel

Anna G Maus*

Harry Mills*

Regina (Jean) Philan*

Sylvia Pogolowitz

Harry Policar

Isaac Premisler

Peter Rabow

Laurel Rebecca Rann*

Bert Rogoway*

Rachel Rosen*
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http://shaarietorah.org/


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER YAHRZEITS

November 27-December 3

Belle Angel*

Abraham Axe*

Gloria Bacharach

Esther Bellmann*

Rose Black

Alex Blond*

Mollie Blumenthal*

Joseph Bockman*

Charlotte Hyman Cohen

Dr. William Cohen

Regina Cohen*

Sam Cohen*

Thelma Cohen*

Harry Feves*

Harry Fisher

Aaron Fohrman

Toby Gaynon

Rita Gerson

Betty Veltman Goldman*

Russell Gordon*

Edna Greenberg*

Rebecca Greenthal*

Mamie K. Harris*

Reyna Hasson

Mollie Hasson*

Carl Ascher Herlick*

Jeffrey Aaron Hockley*

Rebecca Jacobson*

Phil Kane

Sarah R. Keimach

Arthur Koenig

Samuel Kotkins

Libby Leben

Ishmael Aron Lerner*

Maurice Levinson*

Eleanor Levy

Helen Lipian*

Jack Lipian*

Kim Lipian*

Susan Lipian*

Herbert Lowenthal

Emily Metzker

Jacob Minsberg*

Richard Mozorosky

Isadore Mozorosky*

Thelma Newson

Jacob Ovetz*

Henry Perkel*

Helen Litman Rosenbloom

Minnie Rosencrantz*

Minnie Rubin*

Leo Schatz*

Ben Shaman*

Hilda Siegel*

Elaine Turk Veltman*

Jerome Weinberg

Jacob J. Weinstein*

Charlotte Wiener

December 4-10

Bernard Axe*

Frieda Breall*

Beatrice Chusid*

Fannie Director*

Frank J. Director*

Benjamin L. Eisenberg*

Henry Falk

Edward Feves*

Charlotte Gevurtz*

Sarah Gilbert*

Blanche Gildesheim*

Charles Goldfoot*

Leib Gottesman*

Sarah Greenstein*

Miriam Hoffman

Barry Hornstein

Rose Kaplan*

Mary Lauber*

Esther Lefkowitz

Florence Levy

Moshe J. Lewis*

Mishka G. Lorber*

Jacob Mann*

Cris Mastin

Grace Meier*

Anna Mink*

Frances Myerson*

Mary Alice Nelson

December 11-17

Pincus Cassler*

Anna Cohen*

Anna Coll*

Millie Director*

Morris Director*

Charlotte Fisher

Charlotte Friend

Oscar Gass*

Josephine Gell*

Jack Geller*

Harry Gilbert*

Sylvia Gold*

Sander Gutfreund

Clare Hanawalt

Milton Hyatt*

Jane Hytowitz*

Sadie L. Jacobson

Bernard Jolles

Albert Norman Kipnis

Delphia Mona Koplan

Nellie Kotkins

Abraham Lazovsky*

Lillian Lefkowitz

Anna Lipkin

Hedi Markewitz*

Sophie Melzer

Sam Naimark*

Israel Perkel*

Ralph D. Policar

Sam Policar*

Nathan Rosen*

Fannie Faige Tanzer*

Dr. Maurice S. Tarshis*

Jennie Walleston*

Joe Walleston*

Debra Weitz

Jack Wexler*

Louis Wieder

Bessie Zidell*

December 18-24

Velma Almo

Arthur Joseph Blumberg

Anna Chusid*

Max Orville Cohen*

Jacob Davis*

Mendel Dorfman*

Banet Dunis*

Celia Ettinger

Elizabeth (Lisl) Geller*

Abe Gerstein

Tony Giangreco

Shimon Gillman

Mae Hasman

Moreno Isaac Hasson*

Deanna Held

Ellie Hynote

Marlene Israel*

Miriam Kornberg*

Leo Krichevsky*

Ben E. Leveton*

Edward Irving Levin*

Jack J. Melzer

Oscar Melzer

Leah Menashe*

Leah Nemer*

Deanna Ray Nussbaum

Sofia Riva Paul

George Pearlman*

Esther Pelner*

David Policar

Harold Pollens

Sofia Polonovsky*

Hella Reznik

Hyman Victor Russo*

Hedwig Scheuer

Rachel Schneider*

Hyman Schneiderman*

Berel Schnitzer*

David Shaman

Evelyn Shaman*

Goldie Shenker*

Jacob Sherman*

Reva Singer*

Jerry Stern*

Irving Sternhill

November 20-26 cont.

Lilyan K. Rosenthal*

Morris H. Rotenberg

Molly Rotenberg*

Nathan Schlanger

Moishe Schnitzer*

Rose Schnitzer*

Toby Schwartz

Samuel Shaman

William Shaman*

Bertha Sherman*

Alvin Gerald "Jerry" Singer

Samuel Soble

Margie Spector

Renee Kathryn Stanley

Oscar Bernard Stram

Fanny Usher*

Charles Ushkatz*

Rose Wagner

Annie Weiner*

Joseph Weinstock

Margie Winkler*

Sonia Nudelman

Rose Packhouz*

Marianne Pennekamp*

Phyllis Petcher

Calo Policar

Anna Polsky*

Irwin Raften*

Morris Rubenstein*

Ida Schatz*

Samuel B. Schnitzer

Izetta Siegal*

Louis Siegel*

Benjamin Silver

Gertrude Silver

Semyon Solidor

Max Stein*

Hilda Steinbock*

Jack Warren*

Esther Levin Weinstein

Ethel Weiss

Lawrence Winthrop

Harry Zusman*

Sylvia Saxton*

Lillian Scharf*

Meyer Shenker*

Sarah Shenker*

David Singer*

Irving Steinbock

Ella Stern

Alegre Tevet*

Jacob Tonitsky*

Goldie Weinstein

Jack Winkler*

Esther Zusman*

December 25-31

Darlene "Dotte" Traiger

Antelman

Ben Arron

Dora Berg

Rebecca Bockman

Eva Borger

Alfred Brownstein*

Itzik Cohen*

Madison Defler

Leo Dorfman*

Bertha Zidell Eisenberg

Louis Fishman*

Hyman Geltman*

Emanuel Gitelson

Hanny Goldenberg*

Amy Goldstein*

William Hoffman

Anna Horenstein*

Eva Karol*

Saul Kofman

Simon Kristol*

Mary Lesch

Rev. Louis Levine

Sheila Levy

Yedidya Levy*

Jerome Leonard Lewis*

Stanley Litt

Elizabeth Lyman

Rabbi Max Maccoby

Martin Markewitz*

Mitch Molenof

William Osborn

Evelyn G. Pearlman*

Rose Rodinsky

Rivka Rogoway*

Marvin Rosumny*

Joy Babani Russell*

Jean Schechter

Alfred Norman Scheib

Carlotta Schiffros

Max Schlesinger

Benjamin Schnable

Esther Louise Schneier

Sarah Sherman*

Ray Solomon*

H. Robert Walleston*

Phillip (Pincus) Wexler*

Edward Yaroker*
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YOM KIPPUR APPEAL
Many thanks to those who have given to this year’s Yom Kippur Appeal:
Geoffrey Abraham
Karen Abrams
Mimi Agisim
Susan Russell Andrews, IMO my
parents, Benjamin & Victoria Russell
Leon Angel & Jackie Angel, IMO
Harold & Belle Angel
Zivit Atkins
Lilith Automata & Eleanor Silver
Alon Bacharach
Karla & Barry Benson
Mimi Berlin, IMO Lillian Z. & Dr. Byron
Berlin
Jan & Craig Berne, IHO Eli & Gina
Berne; IMO Lynda Baker
Regina & Eli Berne, IMO Frank & Lee
Berne
Rosalie & Keith Berne, IMO our
parents, Lee & Frank Berne and
Shimon Gillman
Bruce Blank
Marc Blattner
Kristin & Aaron Bloom
Rosalyn Bloom
Dena Blumenthal
Andrew Braunstein
Michael Braunstein
Alisa & Trevor Bodner-Bryant
Miranda Bogh
Ora Botwinick & Bruce Goldberg
Irene & Charles Cancilla
Ari Clubok
Eitan Codish
Lucy Cohen
Lynne & Mitch Cohen
Richard Burd & Melissa Cohen
Bobbie & Phil Cohen, IHO Melissa &
Richard, Michael, Kristi & Samantha
Stephanie Cohen
Brandon Cole
Sofia Conreras
Catie Cooper
Jo Cooper
CST Sisterhood
Deborah Cushman, IMO Richard
Dreyfus, Libbie Berman, Jack Berman,
Bernice Dreyfus & David Dreyfus
Bliss Dake
Susan Danielson
Carol Danish
Madeline Engelfried
Ken Epstein
Carmella Etlinger
Rhona Feldman
Hannah Fenster
Michael Feves
Naomi Fink
Gary Fiske
Dale Foster
Jackie Pelner-Frankle & Harvey
Frankle
Nila Friedberg
Deborah & Larry Friedman
Richard Sitnik & Marcia Friedman
Levia & Todd Friedman
Howard Gandler
Trina & David Gaynon
Elaura Rifkin & Daniel Gerber
Sarah & Jonathan Glass

Alix & Tom Goodman
Dana Sullivan & Gadi Golan
Maura & Joel Greenblum
Andrew Tertes-Kedem & Shoshana Kedem-
Guggenheim
Julia Hadley
Eileen Hammer, IMO my son, Bradley Neil
Hammer
Barbara & Alan Hanawalt
Marcelle & Sam Havens
Karen Fletcher & Stanley Held
Michelle Herron
Jeanell Innerarity & Rob Hershinow
Deborah Herzberg
Leora Troper & Miles Hochstein
Julie & Cliff Hockley
Judy Hoffman, IMO Bill Hoffman
Trudi Stone & Mel Hoffman
Debra Hornbecker
David Howitt
Brenda Katz & Richard Hurwitz
Elana Davey Hutter
David Hytowitz
Rebecca Hytowitz
Marje Jacobson
Jennifer Karlson
Maraline & Alec Karty
Chris Gray & Emily Katz
Sue Hickey & Sheldon Klapper
Rafo Kleiman
Saul Korin
Priscilla & Tony Kostiner
Edith & Steph Kotkins
Ali Mirzakhalili & Andrea Kreiner, IHO Cam
Starting University
Lowell Lebenzon
Michael Levine
Naomi Liberman
Lydia & Derek Lipman
Steve Lipman
Stephen Lobel
Anna & Peter Lyman
Maureen & Bruce Mandel, IMO our parents,
Saul, Renee, Walter & Irene
Jemi Kostiner Mansfield
Daniel Mays
Gary McAdam
Em Merrell
Ilana & Mark Meskin, IHO Rabbi Myra Meskin
Elizabeth Milner
Jane Mopper
Melanie Moser, IMO my mother, Dorothy
Edell Moser
Allison Mudrick, IMO my husband, Larry
Mudrick
Bonnie Newman
Shira & Phil Newman
Gloria & Michael Olds
Allison Fowler & Rabbi Gary Ezra Oren
Sarah Owens
Alisa & Kai Parks, IMO the Victims of
October 7 & IHO Israel
Ian Penner
Jody Craven & Willa Perlmutter
Leslie & Daniel Petcher
Elisabeth & Jed Peterson
Roma Peyser
Debbie & Jordan Plawner

Anne LeVant Prahl
Brian Puziss
Bonnie & Isaac Quintero
Daniela Samoil & Michael
Rappaport, IHO Cantor Aaron
Vitells
Annette Demsey & Erik Richmond
Daniel Fohrman & Sheila
Rittenberg
Carol Brahm-Robin
Laurie Rogoway
Ira Wagner & Kim Rosenberg, IHO
Rabbi Oren
David Morgenstern & Raphi
Rosenblatt
Madelle & Stan Rosenfeld
Carmel & David Ross
Becky & Kyle Rotenberg
Pam & Stan Rotenberg, IMO our
parents & grandparents
Reudor Rubin
Isidore Rudnick, IMO Margaret
Rudnick
Kuntheary & Michael Runstein,
IMO John & Freda Runstein
Lynne Russell
Melinda Russell, IMO Ben &
Victoria Russell
Kai Sacco
Zeph Schafer
Jamie Schenck
Fern Winkler Schlesinger, IMO
Jack & Margie Winkler
Linda Schneidman
Rose Schneier
Jordan Schnitzer
Linda Schnitzer
Rachel Schoenfeld
Rikki Schoenthal
Ketzia Schoneberg
Maia Dart & Chaim Schramm
Ronald Schwartz, IHO Lee Miller
Dori Shapira
Mirit Bershad-Shapiro
Roz & Mylen Shenker
Dana Kostiner Simpson
Linda & Gary Singer
Shari Levinson & Marshal Spector,
IHO the CST Staff
Lisa Spiegel
Sara & Tyler Staggs
Liz Stanley, IHO the CST
Community
Adam Steckel
David Stern
Les Gutfreund & Eve Stern
Helen Stern
Mary Jane & Tom Stern
Charlene & Mickey Stokamer
Sara & Rob Sturtz
Scott Supperstein
Aviad Tapiro
Charlotte Taylor
Ellen Teicher
Dori Tenner
Avi Tevet
Anita & Janet Van Wess
Sue & Ed Viselman
Hanna, Christine & Fred Volz
Marjorie & Philip Walters

The Warmflash Family
Fran & Ira Warren
Barbara Weiland
Dr. Susan Weinberg, IMO Lillian
Weinberg
Linda & Jeff Weiner
Ingrid Stram & David Weinstock
Michael Weiss
Jonina Weisz
Mary Welch
Claire Westerman
Rebecca Wimberly
Susan & Bruce Winthrop
Jade Wollschlaeger
Phyllis Zawel
Shalom Zeelfreund, IMO Laszlo
Zeelfreund
Crystal Lamb & Jason Zidell
Susan Zneimer
Martin Zwick

We extend a special thank you
to those who gave an extra gift
for a one-year Shalom (Israel)
Bond in honor of Rabbi Oren:

Lilith Automata & Eleanor Silver
Karla & Barry Benson
Marc Blattner
Lynne & Mitch Cohen
Richard Burd & Melissa Cohen
Bobbie & Phil Cohen
Carol Danish
Jackie Pelner-Frankle & Harvey
Frankle
Elaura Rifkin & Daniel Gerber
Sarah & Jonathan Glass
Alix & Tom Goodman
Trudi Stone & Mel Hoffman
Sue Hickey & Sheldon Klapper
Saul Korin
Maureen & Bruce Mandel
Allison Mudrick
Shira & Phil Newman
Elisabeth & Jed Peterson
Daniela Samoil & Michael
Rappaport
Daniel Fohrman & Sheila
Rittenberg
Laurie Rogoway
Carmel & David Ross
Becky & Kyle Rotenberg
Pami & Stan Rotenberg
Rose Schneier
Linda & Gary Singer
Shari Levinson & Marshal Spector
David Stern
Les Gutfreund & Eve Stern
Charlene & Mickey Stokamer
Sara & Rob Sturtz
Ellen Teicher
Avi Tevet
Anita & Janet Van Wess
Marjorie & Philip Walters
Barbara Weiland
Linda & Jeff Weiner
Claire Westerman
Susan & Bruce Winthrop

N
O

V
EM

B
ER

/D
ECEM

B
ER

 20
26

10

IHO = in honor of | IMO = in memory of
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CST?
Hanukkah: A Celebration of Light and a Look Toward Tomorrow

Hanukkah will be especially meaningful this year as we gather to celebrate the holiday and
officially launch Together for Tomorrow: Our Home. Our Community. Our Future.

Join us for a joyful community celebration featuring music, traditional Hanukkah treats, and opportunities to
share your hopes for the future of Shaarie Torah. One of the highlights will be our community menorah, featuring
eight values that represent our hopes for the generations ahead. Every family will have an opportunity to add
their own hopes and dreams.

Together for Tomorrow is the culmination of a year of listening, learning, and planning. At Hanukkah, we will
share the vision that has emerged from our conversations and the three areas where we hope to strengthen our
congregation:

Zikaron – Our Cemetery: Honoring those who came before us, caring for mourners, and ensuring the
long-term sustainability of our cemetery.
Bayit – Our Building: Caring for and improving the physical home where Jewish life happens.
Chizuk – Our Staff: Investing in the people, programs, and capacity that make our community thrive.

This is more than a campaign. It is an opportunity to consider what kind of Shaarie Torah we want to hand to the
generations who will follow us. We hope you will join us!

Together for Tomorrow Campaign Kick-Off & Hanukkah Party
Sunday, December 6 at 12:30pm in the CST Social Hall

Scan the QR code to register (required)

Thanksgiving: A Moment of Gratitude
As we gather around our Thanksgiving tables, we are reminded that community is something we create
through the simple acts of showing up, sharing a meal, and making room for one another. We are grateful for
our members, volunteers, teachers, service leaders, and everyone who helps make Shaarie Torah a place of
connection and belonging. May your Thanksgiving be filled with good food, meaningful conversations, and
time with the people who matter most.

A Few More Things Around the Shul

Shabbat and Learning: Our congregation continues to grow through the many ways we gather to learn,
celebrate, and experience Jewish life. Join us for Shabbat services, Torah study, classes, and opportunities to
connect with one another.

Celebrating Our Community: We are grateful for the many volunteers and members who make our
congregation what it is. Whether you lead a service, prepare Kiddush, welcome a newcomer, teach a class, or
simply show up, you are part of what makes Shaarie Torah special.

Looking Ahead: As we move toward the end of 2026, we have much to celebrate and much to anticipate.
Thank you for being part of this community and for helping us create a place where Jewish life can flourish for
generations.

Keep an eye on our calendar, website, and weekly emails
for upcoming programs and opportunities to participate.

Shabbat’s Last Light
In Partnership with Kesher HaMayim, we invite you to join us on December 5 at 4:15pm to sing,
nosh, slow down, and savor the final moments of Shabbat together before we enter the week ahead. 
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	CONGREGATION
	SHAARIE TORAH
	PHONE: (503) 226-6131 
	CLERGY & STAFF
	UPCOMING OFFICE CLOSURES
	MORNING MINYAN
	SHABBAT SERVICES

	MISHEBERACH
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
	BOARD MEMBERS
	AUXILLIARIES

	WHO WE ARE
	A member of the Conservative Movement, Congregation Shaarie Torah is a spiritual home that encourages growth in all stages of life by fostering connections, lifelong learning and meaningful relationships.

	CARING COMMUNITY
	NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2026

	LEGACY DONORS

	UNDERSTANDING CEMETERY FINANCES
	The Shaarie Torah Cemetery, nestled within an unassuming neighborhood in far SE Portland/inner-Milwaukie, holds a special place for many members of our CST family. Last year we shared some interesting tidbits about the property’s history. Today we’re going to talk about how a cemetery operates and is funded.
	Burial in the cemetery is not limited to Shaarie Torah members. Many non-members have relatives buried there and want to be close by. While members in good standing are entitled to a plot gratis after a certain number of years, non-members may purchase plots at a rate within current industry standards. All burials also incur a set fee towards Perpetual Care, to ensure the cemetery is cared for always.
	What exactly does Perpetual Care mean? As the name implies, we are committed to caring for the property in perpetuity. Not every cemetery automatically includes this. There are cemeteries around the country that have optional maintenance packages people can choose when purchasing a plot. Those cemeteries often look unkempt in areas, without uniform mowing or grounds upkeep. Those are very sad places to visit.
	We wisely decided decades ago to require that every burial has a cost for Perpetual Care, currently $5,000 regardless of membership status. Everyone pays the same. Of that amount, $600 is transferred into the Cemetery Endowment Fund held at OJCF. The annual operating budget includes an income line from the interest earned on this fund, working from a policy to draw a standard 4.5% on the average trailing 12 quarters. All of this translates to about $11,000 per year without touching the principal investment. Each burial also incurs set fees for opening and closing the grave as well as the liner, which protects the grave, preventing ground movement or sinkage. That cost is currently $2,600 per burial.
	The Cemetery Committee oversees decision-making regarding policies, pricing and the annual operating budget. Currently chaired by Steph Kotkins, the committee is comprised of both longtime and newer CST members. They share an abiding commitment to uphold the forever promises made to the families whose beloved departed rest within our gates. If you are interested in serving on this committee, please contact Steph directly: mistersk59@hotmail.com.
	Landscaping and maintenance are among their highest priorities, as they keenly understand that poorly tended grounds will be the number one complaint from visitors. The Cemetery Fund is the most selected of all the tribute funds for yahrzeit donations, which helps support operations. Maintenance and upkeep are year-round costs, regardless of the number of burials. Grounds must be tended, equipment replaced and bills paid. As annual expenses continue to mount, and income is unreliable year by year, the additional money that comes in the form of donations makes a big impact.
	The Together for Tomorrow campaign will officially launch during Chanukah, where you’ll learn about special giving opportunities towards growing the Cemetery Endowment Fund, ensuring our beautiful and historic cemetery will continue to be a place of tranquility and comfort for all generations to come. Donations to the Cemetery Fund may be made through the CST website or shul office.
	To learn more about our cemetery or information regarding plot availability, please contact Jemi Kostiner Mansfied, Executive Director: 503-226-6131 x101 or executivedirector@shaarietorah.org.

	ADULT EDUCATION
	Mussar
	November 2026 - May 2027, taught by Rabbi Oren.
	A year of Jewish character development through the study and practice of middot — the qualities of character that help us become the people we aspire to be.
	Learn to Leyn
	CST member Sherri Shulman is willing to share her knowledge of reading Torah, including trope, how it shapes the verses and helps with pronunciation. If you are interested and can already read Hebrew well, please contact Sherri via email (sherrishulman@gmail.com) to set up regular 1:1 meeting times.
	Torah Study
	Weekly on Thursdays 12:15-1:30pm, led by Rabbi Oren (no class on 12/24 or 12/31).
	No Hebrew knowledge required and everyone is welcome to join in person or on Zoom.
	Virtual Hebrew Classes with Cara Abrams
	Learn to read Hebrew with confidence starts November 30 or December 1, 2026
	Begin to understand the Hebrew you read starts January 4 or 5, 2027
	NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2026
	The Courage to Light the First Flame
	Chag Urim Sameach. Wishing you and your family a joyful Hanukkah and a Thanksgiving filled with gratitude.


	A MESSAGE FROM RABBI OREN
	Over the past months, we have listened, gathered ideas, and talked about the kind of synagogue we want to build together. We have heard about the importance of caring for our cemetery and preserving the stories of those who came before us. We have talked about our building, the home in which Jewish life happens, and the importance of investing in the people who make our community possible.
	NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2026
	Kol Tuv,
	Hanukkah begins at sundown on Friday, December 4 and ends at nightfall on Saturday, December 12
	Friday, December 4
	Saturday, December 5
	Sunday, December 6
	Monday, December 7
	Tuesday, December 8
	Wednesday, December 9
	Thursday, December 10
	Friday, December 11
	Saturday, December 12
	Light 1 candle at dusk
	Light 2 candles at dusk
	Light 3 candles at dusk
	Light 4 candles at dusk
	Light 5 candles at dusk
	Light 6 candles before sundown
	Light 7 candles at nightfall
	Light 8 candles at dusk
	Chanukah: 8th day




	HANUKKAH CHEAT SHEET
	There is a beautiful debate in the Talmud about how we should light the Hanukkah candles. The school of Shammai teaches that we should begin with eight candles and take one away each night. The school of Hillel teaches the opposite: begin with one candle and add another each night until all eight are shining.
	I love this teaching because it offers a particular way of looking at our lives. We don't measure the light in our lives by what we have lost, or by what we don't yet have. We can choose to notice what is growing. One candle becomes two. Two become three. The light increases, and something that began as a small flame becomes a room filled with light.
	There's also something important about the fact that each candle lights the next without losing its own flame. Sharing light doesn't diminish what we have. It makes more light possible.
	As we approach Thanksgiving and Hanukkah, I wonder what it would mean to practice this kind of gratitude. Rather than simply making a list of what we are thankful for, what if we asked ourselves: Where can I add a little more light?
	Perhaps it is an additional Shabbat dinner, a phone call to someone who is lonely, an invitation to someone who hasn't yet found their place in our community, or a commitment to help build something that will outlast us.
	A question to carry into Hanukkah:
	What is one small flame you can add to someone else's life this month?

	A LITTLE MORE LIGHT EACH NIGHT
	The Talmud gives us Hillel's reasoning in four words:
	In matters of holiness, we increase rather than decrease.
	NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2026
	May we continue to increase in holiness, generosity, connection, and light.
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	YOM KIPPUR APPEAL
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	Many thanks to those who have given to this year’s Yom Kippur Appeal:
	We extend a special thank you to those who gave an extra gift for a one-year Shalom (Israel) Bond in honor of Rabbi Oren:


	Shabbat’s Last Light

